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THE USE OF SOCIAL NETWORKS IN LEARNING RUSSIAN
AS A NON-NATIVE LANGUAGE

Abstract

The rapid development of digital technologies has significantly influenced modern education,
creating new opportunities for language learning. Social networks have become an integral part of
students’ daily lives and can serve as effective tools for educational purposes. This study examines the
potential of social networks in learning Russian as a non-native language. The research analyzes how
students use platforms such as Instagram, TikTok, and YouTube in the process of language learning and
explores teachers’ perspectives on integrating these digital environments into educational practice.

The empirical study included a survey of students and teachers to determine the frequency,
effectiveness, and educational value of social networks in language learning. The results show that
while students spend considerable time on social media, its potential for educational purposes is not
fully utilized. The findings demonstrate that the integration of social networks into language learning
can increase motivation, improve communication skills, and support independent learning. The article
concludes that social networks can serve as effective supplementary tools in teaching Russian as a non-
native language when used within a structured pedagogical framework.

Keywords: social networks, Russian as a non-native language, digital learning, language education,
students, online communication
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OPBIC TIITH EKTHIII TIJT PETIHJE OKBITY/IA
OJIEYMETTIK KEJIJIEPAI ITAUJTAJIAHY

Anoamna

[udpabIK TeXHOMTOTUSIIAPIBIH KapKBIHIIBI 1aMybl Ka3ipri OutiM Oepy jkyieciHe eneyii acep erTif,
TUIAEP/l OKBITY YEpICiHE KaHa MyMKIHIIKTep auryAa. OJIeyMETTIK JKeliep CTYAEHTTEep/iH KyHIEMIKT]
eMIpiHIH axkpIpamac OeJjiriHe aiHaibIN, OelipecMu OLTIM aTyAbIH TUIMII OPTAchl peTiHAE KapacTbl-
pbUTyza. 3epTTey/I1H MaKcaThl — OPBIC TUIIH aHa TUIl eMeC T peTiHe YHpeHy OaphIChIHAA AIEYMETTIK
KETUIEpAIH PpONiH aHBIKTay JKOHE ONaplblH CTYASHTTEpAIH TUIMIK JaFJbUIapPbIH JAMBITYAFbI
MeTAarOTUKAIBIK QJIEYETiH Taimay. 3epTrey OapbIChIHIA FBUIBIME oleOHeTTepre TEOPHSUIBIK Taliay
KacaJiblll, CTyJEHTTEp MEH OKBITYIIBUIAP apachlH/Ia cayaTHaMa Kypriziii.
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CayarmHama oJIeyMETTIK JKeJIUIep/Il Naiaaaany KUUIIriH, €H TaHbIMall U@PIIBIK 11atdopMaiapasl
KSHE oJlap/IbIH O11iM Oepy MaKcaThIHAa KOJIJAHBLTY MYMKIHIKTEpPiH aHBIKTayFa OarbITTaIIbL. 3epTTey
HOTIDKENEPl CTYACHTTEPIH OachIM KOMIILTIr SJIEYMETTIK JKEIUIep/i KYH CaiblH IaigajaHaThIHBIH
oHE MUGPIBIK OPTaaa OPBIC TUTIHACTI KOHTEHTIICH Ui Ke3/ICCETiHIH KOPCeTTi. AJalia CTyIeHTTepIiH
Tek Oip Oesiri FaHa QJIEYMETTIK KENUIepAl TUIM YHpeHy MaKcaThIHIA XKYHWel TypAe KOJIaHAThIHBI
aHBIKTAIIBL. 3epTTEY HOTIDKEIEpl ONICYMETTIK JKENUIEPIiH Ceiyiey IaFibUIapblH JaMBITYFa, CO3JIK
KODJIbI KEHEUTYTE KOHE THIHAAIBIM KaOUIETIH KaKcapTyFa bIKNaI eTeTiHiH kepceTTi. COHbIMEH KaTap
ONICYMETTIK OJKENUIEP/iH aJaHAaTyIIbl CHIAThl JKOHE KYPBUIBIMAAIFAH OKy MaTepHalJapbIHbIH
KETKUTIKCI3IrT CUAKTHI Oenrii Olp KWUBIHABIKTAp aHBIKTAIABL KOpBITHIHIBUIAN KeJe, oJIeyMeTTiK
JKEIIepl OKY YAEpiCiHe AYPHIC MeAaroruKalbIK TYPFBIIAH SHTI3y OJIapJIbIH OPBIC TLTIH aHa TuTl eMec
T peTiHJIe OKBITY/Ia THIMI KOCBIMIIIA Kypasl 00Jia alaThIHbIH KOPCEeTeIl.

Tyilin ce3aep: oleyMeTTIK Kenlaep, UQPIbIK OLTiM Oepy, OpbIC TUT, TLT YHPETy, UHTEPHET-
KOMMYHHKAITUS

"Bexenosa JI.V." @ , Cepuxbaesa I' K.’ @ , Ayxaouesa 30K @
123 f imamuncruti mexnonozuveckuii YHUBepcumem
Anmamet, Kazaxcman
“e-mail: dinara.bekenova20@gmail.com
e-mail: gulshat.serikbaeva88@gmail.com
e-mail: zauresh.59@mail.ru

WCII0JIb30BAHUE COIUAJIbHBIX CETEM B OBYYEHUH
PYCCKOMY SA3bIKY KAK HEPOJHOMY

Annomayus

CrpemuTenbHOe pa3BUTHE IU(POBBIX TEXHOJIOIMH OKa3bIBAECT 3HAYMTENIBHOE BIMSHHE Ha COBpE-
MEHHYIO CHCTEMY OOpa30BaHWS M OTKPHIBAET HOBBIC BO3MOKHOCTH JJISl U3YUECHUS sI3BIKOB. COIHalTb-
HBIE CETU CTaJIM HEOTHEMJIEMOH YacThiO MOBCEJHEBHOM XM3HU CTYAEHTOB U MOTYT paccMaTpHBaThCS
Kak NOoTeHUuanbHO 3 (dexkTuBHas cpena i HepopmabHOro odyuenus. Llenbto qaHHOTO HccnenoBa-
HUS SBJISIETCS] QHAJIN3 POJIM COLMANIBHBIX CeTell B Mpolecce N3y4eHHs PYCCKOro s13bIKa Kak HEPOAHOTO U
OTIpeNieNIeHNe WX IIeIarOTHYECKOr0 TIOTEHIMAIa B PAa3BUTHU S3BIKOBBIX HAaBBIKOB CTY/IEHTOB. B
MCCIIEZIOBAHMH MCIIOJIb30BaHbI METO/Ibl TEOPETUYECKOTO aHAIM3a HAyYHOU JIMTepaTyphl U SMIIMpPUYEC-
KOTO MCCIIEIOBAHNS, OCHOBAHHOTO Ha aHKETHPOBAHUH CTYJICHTOB H TIPETIOIaBaTeIICH.

B xone onpoca u3ydanuchk 4acToTa MCIHOIb30BAHUS COLMATIBHBIX CETeH, MOMyspHbIe LU(PPOBbIE
wiatrGopMbl, a TaKke BO3MOXKHOCTH WX TPHUMEHEHHs B 00pa30BaTENbHBIX LENsAX. Pe3ynbTarsi
MOKA3aJii, YTO OOJIBIIMHCTBO CTYJICHTOB €XEJHEBHO IMOJIb3YIOTCSl COLMAIBHBIMU CETSIMU U PETYIISIPHO
CTAJIKUBAIOTCS C PYCCKOSI3BIYHBIM KOHTEHTOM B II(poBOii cpene. OmMHAKO JIHIIb YacTh 00yYarOIUXCst
LIeJICHANPaBJIEHHO MCIOJIb3yeT COLMAIbHBIE CETH I W3ydeHUs s3blka. [lomydeHHble JaHHbIE
CBHICTETIHCTBYIOT O TOM, YTO COLMATBHBIE CETH MOTYT CIIOCOOCTBOBATh Pa3BUTHIO Pa3rOBOPHON peuH,
PACIIMPEHUIO CJIOBApHOTO 3amaca M YJIydIIeHHIO HaBBIKOB aynupoBaHMs. Bmecrte ¢ Tem ObLH
BBISIBJICHBI U OTIPEZICIICHHBIC TPYIHOCTH, CBSI3aHHBIE C OTBIICKAIOIIMM XapaKTEPOM COIMATBHBIX CeTer
U HEJIOCTaTKOM CTPYKTYPHUPOBAHHOTO 0Opa3oBaTeNbHOr0 KOHTeHTa. CrenaH BBIBOJ O TOM, YTO IpU
IPAMOTHOM  TEarormdecKod  HWHTETpAllii  COLMAJBbHBIE CEeTH MOTYT CTaTh A(PQEKTUBHBIM
JIOTIOJTHUTENIbHBIM MHCTPYMEHTOM O0YUEHHUS PYCCKOMY SI3bIKY KaK HEPOIHOMY.

KiroueBble cjioBa: colMaibHBIE CETH, MU(PPOBOE OOyUEHUE, PYCCKUI S3BIK KaK HEPOIHOM,
S3bIKOBOE 00pa30BaHNE, MHTEPHET-KOMMYHHUKALIUS

Introduction. The relevance of this study is determined by the increasing role of social networks in
the lives of modern youth. In the digital era, students spend a significant amount of time online,
particularly on platforms such as Instagram, TikTok, and YouTube. These platforms are often perceived
as sources of entertainment and distraction; however, they also possess significant educational potential.
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In contemporary society, social networks have become an essential element of communication,
information exchange, and cultural interaction. Young people actively use these platforms to
communicate, share experiences, and access information. As a result, educators are increasingly
interested in exploring how social networks can be integrated into educational processes, particularly in
language learning.

Learning Russian as a non-native language presents specific challenges for students. These include
difficulties in vocabulary acquisition, pronunciation, grammar comprehension, and the development of
communicative competence. Traditional classroom methods often need to be complemented by
additional resources that allow students to practice language skills in authentic contexts.

Social networks provide a unique environment where learners can interact with authentic language
content. Videos, short posts, comments, and interactive discussions offer opportunities for exposure to
real-life language wusage. Moreover, these platforms allow students to engage in informal
communication and develop linguistic skills in a natural digital environment.

At the same time, excessive use of social networks for entertainment may negatively affect students'
academic productivity. Many students spend hours browsing entertainment content without realizing
that the same platforms could be used for educational purposes. Therefore, the challenge for educators is
to guide students toward productive and meaningful use of digital platforms.

The purpose of this study is to analyze the role of social networks in learning Russian as a non-
native language and to determine how these platforms can support the development of language skills
among students.

The objectives of the research include:

 analyzing the theoretical foundations of using social networks in education;

o examining the role of digital technologies in language learning;

e investigating students’ and teachers’ attitudes toward the use of social networks in studying
Russian as a non-native language;

 identifying the linguistic and educational potential of social networks.

The rapid development of digital technologies has significantly transformed educational
environments and learning practices worldwide. In recent years, social media platforms have become an
important component of digital communication and information exchange among young people.
Researchers increasingly emphasize the potential of social networking sites as educational tools that can
support language learning, collaboration, and informal knowledge acquisition.

According to Julie Reinhardt, social media environments provide learners with opportunities to
interact with authentic language materials and participate in real communicative contexts beyond
traditional classroom settings [1]. Digital platforms enable learners to engage with native speakers,
access multimedia content, and develop communicative competence through everyday online
interactions. Such environments create conditions for experiential and socially mediated learning, which
are particularly valuable for second language acquisition.

Similarly, Agnes Kukulska-Hulme highlights the growing role of mobile and online technologies in
language education. Mobile-assisted language learning allows students to access educational materials
at any time and place, supporting flexible and autonomous learning processes. Social media platforms,
in particular, enable learners to combine entertainment and educational activities, which may increase
motivation and engagement in language learning [2].

Several studies have demonstrated that social networking platforms can serve as effective
environments for language practice. For example, Jeremiah Barrot argues that social media sites
facilitate interactive learning and encourage students to participate in discussions, share information, and
collaborate with peers. These interactions contribute to the development of communicative skills and
digital literacy, which are essential competencies in contemporary education [3].

Recent research has also explored the use of video-based platforms such as TikTok and Instagram
in language learning. Short-form video content allows learners to encounter new vocabulary,
pronunciation models, and conversational expressions in authentic contexts. According to studies by
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Teng et al. (2022), social networking tools can enhance students’ listening skills, vocabulary acquisition,
and cultural awareness [4].

At the same time, scholars emphasize that the educational potential of social media depends largely
on the way these platforms are integrated into the learning process. Neil Selwyn notes that while social
media can support learning, their use also presents challenges such as distraction, information overload,
and the spread of unreliable content. Therefore, effective use of social media in education requires
pedagogical guidance and digital literacy skills [5].

Despite the growing number of studies on social media in education, the use of these platforms in
learning Russian as a non-native language remains insufficiently explored. Most existing research
focuses on English language learning, while fewer studies examine the role of digital platforms in
teaching other languages. Consequently, further research is needed to investigate how social networks
may support the development of linguistic competence among learners of Russian.

The present study aims to contribute to this field by examining the role of social networks in
learning Russian as a non-native language and analyzing students’ and teachers’ attitudes toward their
use in the educational process.

Methods and materials. The research methodology combines theoretical analysis and empirical
investigation.

The theoretical part of the study is based on the analysis of scientific literature related to digital
education, language learning technologies, and the pedagogical use of social media. Previous studies
emphasize that digital platforms can facilitate interactive learning, increase motivation, and provide
authentic linguistic environments for students.

The empirical study was conducted among university students and teachers involved in the teaching
and learning of Russian as a non-native language. The research used the following methods:

e questionnaire survey;

e comparative analysis;

o statistical processing of data;

 interpretation of results.

The survey method was chosen as the primary tool for collecting data. Questionnaires were
distributed among students studying Russian as a non-native language as well as among teachers who
teach Russian language courses. The questionnaires included both closed and open-ended questions.

The main purpose of the survey was to determine:

e how often students use social networks;

e which platforms are most popular;

o whether students use social networks for language learning;

o teachers’ attitudes toward integrating social networks into the educational process.

The student questionnaire included questions related to daily time spent on social media, preferred
platforms, and perceived usefulness of social networks in language learning. Teachers were asked about
their experience using digital tools, their perception of students’ digital habits, and the potential benefits
and risks of social media in education.

The collected data were analyzed using descriptive statistics. The responses were grouped,
compared, and interpreted in order to identify key trends and patterns.

Results and discussion. The results of the survey show that social networks occupy a significant
place in students’ daily lives. Most respondents reported spending several hours per day on social media
platforms.

The most frequently used platforms among students were:

o Instagram

e TikTok

e YouTube

These platforms are primarily used for entertainment purposes, including watching videos,
communicating with friends, and following bloggers. However, a considerable number of students
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indicated that they sometimes encounter educational content, including language learning videos and
explanations of grammar rules.

The analysis of survey responses revealed that only a portion of students consciously use social
networks for educational purposes. Many respondents stated that they had never considered social
networks as tools for systematic language learning.

At the same time, students acknowledged that short videos, explanations, and subtitles in Russian
help them improve vocabulary and listening skills. Video content was identified as one of the most
effective formats for informal learning.

To investigate the role of social networks in Russian language learning, students were asked about
their exposure to Russian-language content and the extent to which they use digital platforms for
educational purposes.

Table 1. Educational Use of Social Networks for Learning Russian

Indicator Percentage
Frequently encounter Russian-language content 79.2%
Use social networks for language learning regularly 46.8%
Use occasionally 36.4%
Consider social media learning more interesting than textbooks 77.9%

The findings demonstrate that social networks have become an important informal environment for
language learning. Most respondents reported frequent exposure to Russian-language content, while a
considerable proportion of students use social media platforms either regularly or occasionally for
educational purposes. In addition, students generally perceived learning through social networks as
more engaging than traditional textbook-based instruction.

The table presents the linguistic skills that students believe are developed through the use of social
networks and digital media content.

Table 2. Linguistic Benefits of Social Networks

Indicator Percentage
Conversational expressions 68.8%
Listening comprehension 68.8%
Vocabulary expansion 36.4%
Pronunciation improvement 33.8%
Grammar improvement 20.8%
Cultural knowledge 15.6%

The results indicate that social networks contribute primarily to the development of communicative
competence and listening skills. The highest percentages were associated with learning conversational
expressions and improving listening comprehension through video content. Vocabulary development
and pronunciation improvement were also mentioned by a substantial number of respondents,
suggesting that digital platforms support multiple aspects of language acquisition. Figure 1 illustrates the
most frequently used social media platforms among respondents.
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Most Popular Secial Media Platforms Among Students
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Figure 1. Most Popular Social Media Platforms

As shown TikTok and Instagram were identified as the most popular platforms among students.
Both platforms are strongly associated with short-form visual and video content, which may explain
their influence on students’ language exposure and motivation to learn Russian in informal online

environments. Figure 2 summarizes students’ perceptions of the educational impact of social networks
in Russian language learning.

Educational Impact of Social Networks
(Students’ Perceptions, % of Respondents)

Social networks are more

interesting than textbooks 77.9%

Video content improves
listening skills

Students use social media
for language learning

Educational Impact

Vocabulary development
through social networks

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Percentage of Students (%)

Figure 2. Students’ perceptions of the educational impact of social networks in Russian language learning

The data presented in this figure demonstrates a generally positive attitude toward the use of social
networks in education. Most respondents stated that digital learning formats are more interesting than
traditional textbooks, while many students also emphasized the positive role of video content in
improving listening skills. These findings suggest that social media platforms possess considerable
motivational and educational potential in foreign language instruction.

Teachers participating in the study expressed mixed opinions regarding the use of social networks
in education. Some educators emphasized the motivational potential of social media and noted that
integrating familiar digital environments into learning can increase student engagement.

Other teachers expressed concerns regarding distractions and the lack of academic control in social
media environments. According to them, without clear pedagogical guidance, students may focus
primarily on entertainment rather than educational content.
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Despite these concerns, many teachers agreed that social networks can serve as supplementary
educational resources. They can support the development of communicative competence by providing
authentic language examples and opportunities for interaction.

The study also identified several linguistic advantages of using social networks in language
learning;:

1. Exposure to authentic language use.

Students encounter real-life communication patterns, slang expressions, and modern vocabulary.

2. Development of listening skills.

Short videos and audio content help students improve comprehension of spoken language.
3. Expansion of vocabulary.

Regular exposure to new words and expressions contributes to vocabulary acquisition.
4. Increased motivation.

Interactive formats and visually engaging content make learning more attractive.

However, several challenges were also identified. One of the main problems is the lack of
structured learning when using social networks independently. Without guidance, students may
encounter inaccurate or simplified language content [6].

Another challenge is the risk of distraction. The entertainment-oriented nature of social networks
can reduce students’ focus on educational goals.

Therefore, the effective use of social networks in language education requires pedagogical planning
and teacher guidance. Educators should recommend reliable educational accounts, develop tasks based
on online content, and encourage students to engage critically with digital information [7].

The findings of this study confirm the growing role of digital communication platforms in
contemporary language learning environments. The high frequency of social media use among students
demonstrates that these platforms have become an important part of the digital ecosystem in which
modern learners acquire information and interact with others.

The results show that students most frequently encounter Russian-language content through short
video formats and informal communication channels. This observation corresponds with recent
international studies emphasizing the effectiveness of microlearning and short-form media content in
language education [8]. Short videos allow learners to absorb linguistic information in small segments,
which facilitates vocabulary acquisition and improves listening comprehension.

Another important aspect revealed in the study is the motivational potential of social networks.
Most respondents indicated that learning through social media is more engaging than traditional
textbook-based instruction. This finding supports previous research suggesting that interactive and
visually rich digital environments can increase students’ interest in language learning and encourage
autonomous study [9].

However, the results also demonstrate that the educational potential of social networks is not fully
realized. Although students regularly encounter Russian-language content, only part of them
intentionally use these platforms for systematic learning. This suggests that learners often remain
passive consumers of digital information rather than active participants in the learning process.

From a pedagogical perspective, this highlights the important role of teachers in guiding students
toward more effective use of digital resources. Educators may design learning activities based on social
media content, recommend reliable educational accounts, and encourage students to analyze and discuss
online materials critically. Such practices can transform social media from a purely entertainment-
oriented environment into a productive learning tool [10].

Furthermore, the integration of social networks into language learning may contribute to the
development of digital literacy skills. In modern educational contexts, the ability to evaluate online
information, communicate effectively in digital environments, and use technology for learning purposes
is becoming increasingly important.

Thus, the results of the present study suggest that social networks possess significant potential for
supporting the learning of Russian as a non-native language. Their effective use requires a balanced
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approach that combines students’ natural interest in digital communication with structured pedagogical
strategies designed by educators.

Conclusion. The results of this study confirm that social networks play an increasingly important
role in the lives of modern students and possess significant educational potential. Although these
platforms are primarily associated with entertainment and communication, they can also support
language learning when integrated into the educational process appropriately.

The findings demonstrate that many students actively engage with Russian-language content on
social media platforms such as TikTok, Instagram, and YouTube. Exposure to authentic digital content
contributes to the development of vocabulary, listening comprehension, pronunciation, and
communicative competence. In addition, students generally perceive social-network-based learning as
more engaging and motivating than traditional textbook-oriented instruction.

The study also highlights the growing pedagogical importance of digital learning environments.
Teachers recognize both the benefits and the challenges associated with the use of social networks in
education. While these platforms can increase students’ motivation and participation, their educational
effectiveness depends on thoughtful pedagogical guidance and the selection of appropriate content.

Overall, the research suggests that social networks can serve as effective supplementary tools in
teaching Russian as a non-native language. Their integration into classroom practice may enhance
students’ independent learning, provide opportunities for authentic language interaction, and support the
development of communicative skills in informal learning contexts.

At the same time, the study has several limitations, including the relatively small sample size and
the focus on a limited group of participants. Therefore, future research may explore larger and more
diverse student populations, as well as develop specific teaching strategies and digital tasks that
incorporate social media content into structured language-learning programs.
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