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THE USE OF SOCIAL NETWORKS IN LEARNING RUSSIAN  

AS A NON-NATIVE LANGUAGE 

 

Abstract 

The rapid development of digital technologies has significantly influenced modern education, 

creating new opportunities for language learning. Social networks have become an integral part of 

students’ daily lives and can serve as effective tools for educational purposes. This study examines the 

potential of social networks in learning Russian as a non-native language. The research analyzes how 

students use platforms such as Instagram, TikTok, and YouTube in the process of language learning and 

explores teachers’ perspectives on integrating these digital environments into educational practice.  

The empirical study included a survey of students and teachers to determine the frequency, 

effectiveness, and educational value of social networks in language learning. The results show that 

while students spend considerable time on social media, its potential for educational purposes is not 

fully utilized. The findings demonstrate that the integration of social networks into language learning 

can increase motivation, improve communication skills, and support independent learning. The article 

concludes that social networks can serve as effective supplementary tools in teaching Russian as a non-

native language when used within a structured pedagogical framework. 

Keywords: social networks, Russian as a non-native language, digital learning, language education, 

students, online communication 
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ОРЫС ТІЛІН ЕКІНШІ ТІЛ РЕТІНДЕ ОҚЫТУДА  

ӘЛЕУМЕТТІК ЖЕЛІЛЕРДІ ПАЙДАЛАНУ 

 

Аңдатпа 

Цифрлық технологиялардың қарқынды дамуы қазіргі білім беру жүйесіне елеулі әсер етіп, 

тілдерді оқыту үдерісіне жаңа мүмкіндіктер ашуда. Әлеуметтік желілер студенттердің күнделікті 

ӛмірінің ажырамас бӛлігіне айналып, бейресми білім алудың тиімді ортасы ретінде қарасты-

рылуда. Зерттеудің мақсаты – орыс тілін ана тілі емес тіл ретінде үйрену барысында әлеуметтік 

желілердің рӛлін анықтау және олардың студенттердің тілдік дағдыларын дамытудағы 

педагогикалық әлеуетін талдау. Зерттеу барысында ғылыми әдебиеттерге теориялық талдау 

жасалып, студенттер мен оқытушылар арасында сауалнама жүргізілді.  
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Сауалнама әлеуметтік желілерді пайдалану жиілігін, ең танымал цифрлық платформаларды 

және олардың білім беру мақсатында қолданылу мүмкіндіктерін анықтауға бағытталды. Зерттеу 

нәтижелері студенттердің басым кӛпшілігі әлеуметтік желілерді күн сайын пайдаланатынын 

және цифрлық ортада орыс тіліндегі контентпен жиі кездесетінін кӛрсетті. Алайда студенттердің 

тек бір бӛлігі ғана әлеуметтік желілерді тілді үйрену мақсатында жүйелі түрде қолданатыны 

анықталды. Зерттеу нәтижелері әлеуметтік желілердің сӛйлеу дағдыларын дамытуға, сӛздік 

қорды кеңейтуге және тыңдалым қабілетін жақсартуға ықпал ететінін кӛрсетті. Сонымен қатар 

әлеуметтік желілердің алаңдатушы сипаты және құрылымдалған оқу материалдарының 

жеткіліксіздігі сияқты белгілі бір қиындықтар анықталды. Қорытындылай келе, әлеуметтік 

желілерді оқу үдерісіне дұрыс педагогикалық тұрғыдан енгізу олардың орыс тілін ана тілі емес 

тіл ретінде оқытуда тиімді қосымша құрал бола алатынын кӛрсетеді. 

Тҥйін сӛздер: әлеуметтік желілер, цифрлық білім беру, орыс тілі, тіл үйрету, интернет-

коммуникация 
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ИСПОЛЬЗОВАНИЕ СОЦИАЛЬНЫХ СЕТЕЙ В ОБУЧЕНИИ  

РУССКОМУ ЯЗЫКУ КАК НЕРОДНОМУ 
 

Аннотация 

Стремительное развитие цифровых технологий оказывает значительное влияние на совре-

менную систему образования и открывает новые возможности для изучения языков. Социаль-

ные сети стали неотъемлемой частью повседневной жизни студентов и могут рассматриваться 

как потенциально эффективная среда для неформального обучения. Целью данного исследова-

ния является анализ роли социальных сетей в процессе изучения русского языка как неродного и 

определение их педагогического потенциала в развитии языковых навыков студентов. В 

исследовании использованы методы теоретического анализа научной литературы и эмпиричес-

кого исследования, основанного на анкетировании студентов и преподавателей.  

В ходе опроса изучались частота использования социальных сетей, популярные цифровые 

платформы, а также возможности их применения в образовательных целях. Результаты 

показали, что большинство студентов ежедневно пользуются социальными сетями и регулярно 

сталкиваются с русскоязычным контентом в цифровой среде. Однако лишь часть обучающихся 

целенаправленно использует социальные сети для изучения языка. Полученные данные 

свидетельствуют о том, что социальные сети могут способствовать развитию разговорной речи, 

расширению словарного запаса и улучшению навыков аудирования. Вместе с тем были 

выявлены и определенные трудности, связанные с отвлекающим характером социальных сетей 

и недостатком структурированного образовательного контента. Сделан вывод о том, что при 

грамотной педагогической интеграции социальные сети могут стать эффективным 

дополнительным инструментом обучения русскому языку как неродному. 

Ключевые слова: социальные сети, цифровое обучение, русский язык как неродной, 

языковое образование, интернет-коммуникация 

Introduction. The relevance of this study is determined by the increasing role of social networks in 

the lives of modern youth. In the digital era, students spend a significant amount of time online, 

particularly on platforms such as Instagram, TikTok, and YouTube. These platforms are often perceived 

as sources of entertainment and distraction; however, they also possess significant educational potential. 
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In contemporary society, social networks have become an essential element of communication, 

information exchange, and cultural interaction. Young people actively use these platforms to 

communicate, share experiences, and access information. As a result, educators are increasingly 

interested in exploring how social networks can be integrated into educational processes, particularly in 

language learning. 

Learning Russian as a non-native language presents specific challenges for students. These include 

difficulties in vocabulary acquisition, pronunciation, grammar comprehension, and the development of 

communicative competence. Traditional classroom methods often need to be complemented by 

additional resources that allow students to practice language skills in authentic contexts. 

Social networks provide a unique environment where learners can interact with authentic language 

content. Videos, short posts, comments, and interactive discussions offer opportunities for exposure to 

real-life language usage. Moreover, these platforms allow students to engage in informal 

communication and develop linguistic skills in a natural digital environment. 

At the same time, excessive use of social networks for entertainment may negatively affect students' 

academic productivity. Many students spend hours browsing entertainment content without realizing 

that the same platforms could be used for educational purposes. Therefore, the challenge for educators is 

to guide students toward productive and meaningful use of digital platforms. 

The purpose of this study is to analyze the role of social networks in learning Russian as a non-

native language and to determine how these platforms can support the development of language skills 

among students. 

The objectives of the research include: 

 analyzing the theoretical foundations of using social networks in education;  

 examining the role of digital technologies in language learning;  

 investigating students’ and teachers’ attitudes toward the use of social networks in studying 

Russian as a non-native language;  

 identifying the linguistic and educational potential of social networks.  

The rapid development of digital technologies has significantly transformed educational 

environments and learning practices worldwide. In recent years, social media platforms have become an 

important component of digital communication and information exchange among young people. 

Researchers increasingly emphasize the potential of social networking sites as educational tools that can 

support language learning, collaboration, and informal knowledge acquisition. 

According to Julie Reinhardt, social media environments provide learners with opportunities to 

interact with authentic language materials and participate in real communicative contexts beyond 

traditional classroom settings [1]. Digital platforms enable learners to engage with native speakers, 

access multimedia content, and develop communicative competence through everyday online 

interactions. Such environments create conditions for experiential and socially mediated learning, which 

are particularly valuable for second language acquisition. 

Similarly, Agnes Kukulska-Hulme highlights the growing role of mobile and online technologies in 

language education. Mobile-assisted language learning allows students to access educational materials 

at any time and place, supporting flexible and autonomous learning processes. Social media platforms, 

in particular, enable learners to combine entertainment and educational activities, which may increase 

motivation and engagement in language learning [2]. 

Several studies have demonstrated that social networking platforms can serve as effective 

environments for language practice. For example, Jeremiah Barrot argues that social media sites 

facilitate interactive learning and encourage students to participate in discussions, share information, and 

collaborate with peers. These interactions contribute to the development of communicative skills and 

digital literacy, which are essential competencies in contemporary education [3]. 

Recent research has also explored the use of video-based platforms such as TikTok and Instagram 

in language learning. Short-form video content allows learners to encounter new vocabulary, 

pronunciation models, and conversational expressions in authentic contexts. According to studies by 
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Teng et al. (2022), social networking tools can enhance students’ listening skills, vocabulary acquisition, 

and cultural awareness [4]. 

At the same time, scholars emphasize that the educational potential of social media depends largely 

on the way these platforms are integrated into the learning process. Neil Selwyn notes that while social 

media can support learning, their use also presents challenges such as distraction, information overload, 

and the spread of unreliable content. Therefore, effective use of social media in education requires 

pedagogical guidance and digital literacy skills [5]. 

Despite the growing number of studies on social media in education, the use of these platforms in 

learning Russian as a non-native language remains insufficiently explored. Most existing research 

focuses on English language learning, while fewer studies examine the role of digital platforms in 

teaching other languages. Consequently, further research is needed to investigate how social networks 

may support the development of linguistic competence among learners of Russian. 

The present study aims to contribute to this field by examining the role of social networks in 

learning Russian as a non-native language and analyzing students’ and teachers’ attitudes toward their 

use in the educational process. 

Methods and materials. The research methodology combines theoretical analysis and empirical 

investigation. 

The theoretical part of the study is based on the analysis of scientific literature related to digital 

education, language learning technologies, and the pedagogical use of social media. Previous studies 

emphasize that digital platforms can facilitate interactive learning, increase motivation, and provide 

authentic linguistic environments for students. 

The empirical study was conducted among university students and teachers involved in the teaching 

and learning of Russian as a non-native language. The research used the following methods: 

 questionnaire survey;  

 comparative analysis;  

 statistical processing of data;  

 interpretation of results.  

The survey method was chosen as the primary tool for collecting data. Questionnaires were 

distributed among students studying Russian as a non-native language as well as among teachers who 

teach Russian language courses. The questionnaires included both closed and open-ended questions. 

The main purpose of the survey was to determine: 

 how often students use social networks;  

 which platforms are most popular;  

 whether students use social networks for language learning;  

 teachers’ attitudes toward integrating social networks into the educational process.  

The student questionnaire included questions related to daily time spent on social media, preferred 

platforms, and perceived usefulness of social networks in language learning. Teachers were asked about 

their experience using digital tools, their perception of students’ digital habits, and the potential benefits 

and risks of social media in education. 

The collected data were analyzed using descriptive statistics. The responses were grouped, 

compared, and interpreted in order to identify key trends and patterns. 

Results and discussion. The results of the survey show that social networks occupy a significant 

place in students’ daily lives. Most respondents reported spending several hours per day on social media 

platforms. 

The most frequently used platforms among students were: 

 Instagram  

 TikTok  

 YouTube  

These platforms are primarily used for entertainment purposes, including watching videos, 

communicating with friends, and following bloggers. However, a considerable number of students 
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indicated that they sometimes encounter educational content, including language learning videos and 

explanations of grammar rules. 

The analysis of survey responses revealed that only a portion of students consciously use social 

networks for educational purposes. Many respondents stated that they had never considered social 

networks as tools for systematic language learning. 

At the same time, students acknowledged that short videos, explanations, and subtitles in Russian 

help them improve vocabulary and listening skills. Video content was identified as one of the most 

effective formats for informal learning. 

To investigate the role of social networks in Russian language learning, students were asked about 

their exposure to Russian-language content and the extent to which they use digital platforms for 

educational purposes. 

 

Table 1. Educational Use of Social Networks for Learning Russian 

 

Indicator Percentage 

Frequently encounter Russian-language content 79.2% 

Use social networks for language learning regularly 46.8% 

Use occasionally 36.4% 

Consider social media learning more interesting than textbooks 77.9% 

 

The findings demonstrate that social networks have become an important informal environment for 

language learning. Most respondents reported frequent exposure to Russian-language content, while a 

considerable proportion of students use social media platforms either regularly or occasionally for 

educational purposes. In addition, students generally perceived learning through social networks as 

more engaging than traditional textbook-based instruction. 

The table presents the linguistic skills that students believe are developed through the use of social 

networks and digital media content. 

 

Table 2. Linguistic Benefits of Social Networks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The results indicate that social networks contribute primarily to the development of communicative 

competence and listening skills. The highest percentages were associated with learning conversational 

expressions and improving listening comprehension through video content. Vocabulary development 

and pronunciation improvement were also mentioned by a substantial number of respondents, 

suggesting that digital platforms support multiple aspects of language acquisition. Figure 1 illustrates the 

most frequently used social media platforms among respondents. 

 

Indicator Percentage 

Conversational expressions 68.8% 

Listening comprehension 68.8% 

Vocabulary expansion 36.4% 

Pronunciation improvement 33.8% 

Grammar improvement 20.8% 

Cultural knowledge 15.6% 
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Figure 1. Most Popular Social Media Platforms 

 

As shown TikTok and Instagram were identified as the most popular platforms among students. 

Both platforms are strongly associated with short-form visual and video content, which may explain 

their influence on students’ language exposure and motivation to learn Russian in informal online 

environments. Figure 2 summarizes students’ perceptions of the educational impact of social networks 

in Russian language learning. 

 

 
 

Figure 2. Students’ perceptions of the educational impact of social networks in Russian language learning 

 

The data presented in this figure demonstrates a generally positive attitude toward the use of social 

networks in education. Most respondents stated that digital learning formats are more interesting than 

traditional textbooks, while many students also emphasized the positive role of video content in 

improving listening skills. These findings suggest that social media platforms possess considerable 

motivational and educational potential in foreign language instruction. 

Teachers participating in the study expressed mixed opinions regarding the use of social networks 

in education. Some educators emphasized the motivational potential of social media and noted that 

integrating familiar digital environments into learning can increase student engagement. 

Other teachers expressed concerns regarding distractions and the lack of academic control in social 

media environments. According to them, without clear pedagogical guidance, students may focus 

primarily on entertainment rather than educational content. 
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Despite these concerns, many teachers agreed that social networks can serve as supplementary 

educational resources. They can support the development of communicative competence by providing 

authentic language examples and opportunities for interaction. 

The study also identified several linguistic advantages of using social networks in language 

learning: 

1. Exposure to authentic language use. 

Students encounter real-life communication patterns, slang expressions, and modern vocabulary.  

2. Development of listening skills. 

Short videos and audio content help students improve comprehension of spoken language.  

3. Expansion of vocabulary. 

Regular exposure to new words and expressions contributes to vocabulary acquisition.  

4. Increased motivation. 

Interactive formats and visually engaging content make learning more attractive.  

However, several challenges were also identified. One of the main problems is the lack of 

structured learning when using social networks independently. Without guidance, students may 

encounter inaccurate or simplified language content [6]. 

Another challenge is the risk of distraction. The entertainment-oriented nature of social networks 

can reduce students’ focus on educational goals. 

Therefore, the effective use of social networks in language education requires pedagogical planning 

and teacher guidance. Educators should recommend reliable educational accounts, develop tasks based 

on online content, and encourage students to engage critically with digital information [7]. 

The findings of this study confirm the growing role of digital communication platforms in 

contemporary language learning environments. The high frequency of social media use among students 

demonstrates that these platforms have become an important part of the digital ecosystem in which 

modern learners acquire information and interact with others. 

The results show that students most frequently encounter Russian-language content through short 

video formats and informal communication channels. This observation corresponds with recent 

international studies emphasizing the effectiveness of microlearning and short-form media content in 

language education [8]. Short videos allow learners to absorb linguistic information in small segments, 

which facilitates vocabulary acquisition and improves listening comprehension. 

Another important aspect revealed in the study is the motivational potential of social networks. 

Most respondents indicated that learning through social media is more engaging than traditional 

textbook-based instruction. This finding supports previous research suggesting that interactive and 

visually rich digital environments can increase students’ interest in language learning and encourage 

autonomous study [9]. 

However, the results also demonstrate that the educational potential of social networks is not fully 

realized. Although students regularly encounter Russian-language content, only part of them 

intentionally use these platforms for systematic learning. This suggests that learners often remain 

passive consumers of digital information rather than active participants in the learning process. 

From a pedagogical perspective, this highlights the important role of teachers in guiding students 

toward more effective use of digital resources. Educators may design learning activities based on social 

media content, recommend reliable educational accounts, and encourage students to analyze and discuss 

online materials critically. Such practices can transform social media from a purely entertainment-

oriented environment into a productive learning tool [10]. 

Furthermore, the integration of social networks into language learning may contribute to the 

development of digital literacy skills. In modern educational contexts, the ability to evaluate online 

information, communicate effectively in digital environments, and use technology for learning purposes 

is becoming increasingly important. 

Thus, the results of the present study suggest that social networks possess significant potential for 

supporting the learning of Russian as a non-native language. Their effective use requires a balanced 
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approach that combines students’ natural interest in digital communication with structured pedagogical 

strategies designed by educators. 

Conclusion. The results of this study confirm that social networks play an increasingly important 

role in the lives of modern students and possess significant educational potential. Although these 

platforms are primarily associated with entertainment and communication, they can also support 

language learning when integrated into the educational process appropriately. 

The findings demonstrate that many students actively engage with Russian-language content on 

social media platforms such as TikTok, Instagram, and YouTube. Exposure to authentic digital content 

contributes to the development of vocabulary, listening comprehension, pronunciation, and 

communicative competence. In addition, students generally perceive social-network-based learning as 

more engaging and motivating than traditional textbook-oriented instruction. 

The study also highlights the growing pedagogical importance of digital learning environments. 

Teachers recognize both the benefits and the challenges associated with the use of social networks in 

education. While these platforms can increase students’ motivation and participation, their educational 

effectiveness depends on thoughtful pedagogical guidance and the selection of appropriate content. 

Overall, the research suggests that social networks can serve as effective supplementary tools in 

teaching Russian as a non-native language. Their integration into classroom practice may enhance 

students’ independent learning, provide opportunities for authentic language interaction, and support the 

development of communicative skills in informal learning contexts. 

At the same time, the study has several limitations, including the relatively small sample size and 

the focus on a limited group of participants. Therefore, future research may explore larger and more 

diverse student populations, as well as develop specific teaching strategies and digital tasks that 

incorporate social media content into structured language-learning programs. 
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