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PEDAGOGICAL CONDITIONS FOR THIRD LANGUAGE ACQUISITION 

 

Abstract 

This study explores the essential pedagogical elements necessary for effectively learning a third 

language (L3) within first and second language (L1/L2) frameworks in a multilingual higher 

education setting. Despite the fact that multilingualism has emerged as a vital skill in today's 

globalized world, the specific teaching and institutional strategies that support L3 acquisition remain 

insufficiently defined. Utilizing theoretical models of functional multilingualism alongside a 

qualitative case study involving first-year Translation Studies students at a Kazakhstani linguistic 

university, this research investigates how methodological, cognitive, affective, sociocultural, and 

technological factors converge to shape the multilingual learning journey. Data were gathered through 

classroom observations, reflective journals, surveys, and instructor feedback, followed by thematic 

coding. The findings suggest that L3 acquisition is most effective when instruction purposefully taps 

into learners' existing language skills, fosters metalinguistic awareness, alleviates learner anxiety 

through scaffolding and genuine intercultural communication experiences. Furthermore, the 

integration of digital resources and thoughtful curriculum design enhances the educational process by 

promoting greater interaction and facilitating better outcomes. The authors conclude that successful 

L3 learning is best achieved through a cohesive framework of pedagogical conditions that emphasizes 

a holistic combination of methods rather than isolated initiatives – highlighting the importance of 

institutional collaboration and sustained multilingual educational strategies. 

Keywords: multilingual competence, third language acquisition, functional multilingualism, 

pedagogical conditions, L3 learning, cross-linguistic transfer, metalinguistic awareness 
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ҮШІНШІ ТІЛДІ ҮЙРЕНУДІҢ ПЕДАГОГИКАЛЫҚ ШАРТТАРЫ 
 

Аңдатпа 

Бұл зерттеу көп тілді жоғары білім беру жағдайында бірінші және екінші тілдерде (L1/L2) 

үшінші тілді (L3) тиімді үйренуге қажетті негізгі педагогикалық элементтерді қарастырады. 

Қазіргі жаһанданған әлемде көптілділік маңызды дағдыға айналғанымен, L3 тілін меңгеруді 

қолдайтын нақты оқыту және Институционализация стратегиялары жеткілікті түрде 

анықталмаған. Функционалдық көптілділіктің теориялық модельдерін пайдалана отырып, 

қазақстандық лингвистикалық университеттің бірінші курс студент-аудармашыларының 

қатысуымен Сапалы жағдайлық зерттеумен қатар, бұл зерттеу көптілділікті оқыту процесінде 

әдіснамалық, когнитивтік, эмоционалдық, әлеуметтік-мәдени және технологиялық 
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факторлардың қалай үйлесетінін зерттейді. Деректер сыныптағы бақылаулар, рефлексиялық 

журналдар, сауалнамалар және нұсқаушылардың пікірлері, содан кейін тақырыптық кодтау 

арқылы жиналды. Нәтижелер L3 тілін меңгеру оқушылардың қолында бар тілдік дағдыларды 

мақсатты түрде пайдаланған кезде тиімдірек болатынын, метатілдік хабардарлықты дамытуға 

ықпал ететінін, негізгі білім мен мәдениетаралық қарым-қатынастың шынайы тәжірибесі 

арқылы оқушылардың алаңдаушылығын төмендететінін көрсетеді. Сонымен қатар, цифрлық 

ресурстарды біріктіру және оқу бағдарламаларын ойластырылған әзірлеу тығыз өзара 

әрекеттесуге және жақсы нәтижелерге қол жеткізуге ықпал ету арқылы білім беру процесін 

жақсартады. Авторлар L3 деңгейіндегі табысты оқыту институционалдық ынтымақтастық пен 

тұрақты көптілді білім беру стратегияларының маңыздылығын көрсететін оқшауланған 

бастамаларға емес, әдістердің тұтас қоспасына баса назар аударатын біртұтас педагогикалық 

жағдайлар жүйесі арқылы жақсы қол жеткізіледі деген қорытындыға келеді. 

Түйін сөздер: көптілді құзыреттілік, үшінші тілді меңгеру, функционалдық көптілділік, 

педагогикалық жағдайлар, L3 деңгейінде оқыту, тіларалық аударма, метатілдік хабардарлық 
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ПЕДАГОГИЧЕСКИЕ УСЛОВИЯ ДЛЯ ИЗУЧЕНИЯ ТРЕТЬЕГО ЯЗЫКА 
 

Аннотация 

В этом исследовании рассматриваются основные педагогические элементы, необходимые для 

эффективного изучения третьего языка (L3) в рамках первого и второго языков (L1/L2) в условиях 

многоязычного высшего образования. Несмотря на то, что многоязычие стало жизненно важным 

навыком в современном глобализованном мире, конкретные стратегии преподавания и 

институционализации, которые поддерживают овладение языком L3, остаются недостаточно 

определенными. Используя теоретические модели функционального многоязычия наряду с 

качественным тематическим исследованием с участием студентов-переводчиков первого курса 

казахстанского лингвистического университета, это исследование исследует, как методологические, 

когнитивные, эмоциональные, социокультурные и технологические факторы сочетаются в процессе 

обучения многоязычию. Данные были собраны с помощью наблюдений в классе, рефлексивных 

журналов, опросов и отзывов инструкторов, за которыми последовало тематическое кодирование. 

Полученные результаты свидетельствуют о том, что освоение языка L3 наиболее эффективно, когда 

обучение целенаправленно использует имеющиеся у учащихся языковые навыки, способствует 

развитию метаязыковой осведомленности, снижает тревожность учащихся с помощью базовых 

знаний и подлинного опыта межкультурного общения. Кроме того, интеграция цифровых ресурсов и 

продуманная разработка учебных программ улучшают образовательный процесс, способствуя более 

тесному взаимодействию и достижению лучших результатов. Авторы приходят к выводу, что 

успешное обучение на уровне L3 лучше всего достигается с помощью целостной системы 

педагогических условий, в которой особое внимание уделяется целостному сочетанию методов, а не 

изолированным инициативам, что подчеркивает важность институционального сотрудничества и 

устойчивых многоязычных образовательных стратегий. 

Ключевые слова: многоязычная компетентность, овладение третьим языком, 

функциональное многоязычие, педагогические условия, обучение на уровне L3, 

межъязыковой перенос, метаязыковая осведомленность 
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Introduction. At the same time that globalization has surged, the rapid advancement of 

internationalization, increasing global mobility, and enhanced interdisciplinary relationships among 

countries have altered the expectations placed on individuals with college degrees [1]. In this fast-

evolving environment, possessing multilingual abilities has become essential for achieving success 

in academic pursuits, the job market, and social interactions. Consequently, universities –particularly 

institutions focused on language education are tasked with cultivating graduates who can 

communicate fluently in multiple languages and utilize these skills effectively and strategically in 

real-world interpersonal contexts [2]. 

Unlike earlier approaches that prioritized monolingual or bilingual education, contemporary 

multilingual pedagogy advocates for a dynamic and interconnected learning system where various 

languages of different learners collaborate and enrich one another [3]. This approach aligns with the 

concept of functional multilingualism, which emphasizes the meaningful and contextually relevant 

use of several languages based on communicative needs rather than merely acquiring proficiency in 

discrete languages. Within this theoretical framework, learning a third language (L3) poses significant 

challenges [4]. The process of acquiring L3 is influenced by prior experience with a first foreign 

language (L2), which establishes entirely new linguistic frameworks; therefore, preparing to learn L3 

requires more than just mastering foundational grammar as seen with a first language (L1). 

The journey of learning involves various factors including transfer effects between languages, 

interference challenges, facilitative influences, increased metalinguistic awareness, and cognitive 

control mechanisms [5]. Students navigate similarities and differences among languages while 

adjusting their linguistic choices based on communication requirements. Although this may enhance 

cognitive adaptability and deepen understanding of linguistic structures, it also introduces cognitive 

demands that can lead to cross-linguistic confusion. 

This underscores the necessity for L3 acquisition to be approached as an integrated area of study 

that necessitates deliberate pedagogical support capable of recognizing the comprehensive linguistic 

framework involved in L3 learning [6]. Despite growing interest in this subject area, there remains 

insufficient conceptual clarity regarding effective pedagogical conditions necessary for successful L3 

acquisition within higher education contexts. Existing research often focuses narrowly on isolated 

factors such as technology or motivation rather than examining their interplay within a cohesive 

pedagogical system. 

As a result, educators seeking to create effective multilingual learning environments tailored to 

students' cognitive, emotional, and linguistic needs face significant challenges particularly at the 

university level where students transition swiftly from secondary language instruction to more 

demanding academic language practices. 

Our goal is to address this gap by mapping out, analyzing, and showcasing pedagogical 

conditions that foster successful L3 acquisition. Drawing upon theoretical frameworks related to 

functional multilingualism and psycholinguistics along with an illustrative case study from a 

university in Kazakhstan, this research aims to clarify how various educational, psychological, 

organizational, sociocultural, and technological factors collectively influence learners’ multilingual 

development. The study investigates how these conditions impact student performance while shaping 

their motivation levels, self-confidence, metalinguistic awareness, and identities as emerging 

multilingual speakers. 

By adopting this multidimensional perspective, we aspire to elucidate the mechanisms through 

which specific pedagogical circumstances facilitate L3 learning and offer valuable insights for 

enhancing multilingual training in higher education settings. 

Methods and materials. This study employs a qualitative research design that integrates 

theoretical analysis with an empirical case study. This methodological approach establishes a robust 

basis for comprehending the research from both theoretical and practical perspectives within an actual 

university setting. The theoretical aspect involved a comprehensive review of academic literature 

spanning various domains, including multilingual competence, third language acquisition, 

sociocultural learning theory, cross-linguistic transfer, cognitive processes related to multilingualism, 
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and contemporary language education strategies. Special emphasis was placed on research that 

conceptualizes multilingualism as a system of interconnected languages rather than merely a 

collection of separate skills. 

The empirical investigation took place at a Kazakhstani language university featuring a 

Translation Studies program offered in three languages: Kazakh or Russian as the first language, 

German as the second language, and English as the third. A cohort of 26 first-year students 

participated in the study, each possessing diverse levels of proficiency in their second language (L2) 

while being at early stages of acquiring their third language (L3). Their linguistic backgrounds 

presented an ideal context for examining both the challenges and advantages associated with 

multilingual education, particularly concerning the interplay between L2 and L3. 

Learning sessions were deliberately structured based on pedagogical contexts identified 

following the theoretical phase of research. These conditions included: 

- plurilingual instruction aimed at activating students’ linguistic resources; 

- contrastive exercises facilitating comparisons between English and German; 

- mediation tasks inspired by CEFR descriptors to challenge students in reformulating meanings 

across different languages [2]; 

- reflective journaling fostering metalinguistic awareness and self-regulation; 

- scaffolded tasks organized from simple to complex to minimize cognitive load; 

- collaborative learning activities promoting peer interaction; 

- intercultural communication involving authentic varieties, including virtual interactions with 

German-speaking peers; 

- mixed methods incorporating digital tools such as Moodle, Zoom, and e-portfolios. 

Data collection utilized multiple sources including classroom observations, reflective journals, 

student questionnaires, written assignments, and instructors' notes. Classroom observations yielded 

insights into student conduct, engagement levels, and language usage. Reflective journals provided 

personal accounts regarding linguistic obstacles encountered, increasing awareness, emotional 

responses, and shifting attitudes toward multilingual education. Questionnaires gathered data on 

learners’ motivation and perceptions along with their experiences in L3. Instructor notes documented 

pedagogical choices made during instruction along with challenges faced and classroom dynamics 

observed. 

Qualitative thematic analysis was employed to uncover recurring themes across these diverse 

data sets. Additionally, triangulation was used to enhance validity by corroborating findings across 

various sources of information. 

Results and discussion. This research illustrates that the systematic application of pedagogical 

conditions has favorably impacted the growth of learners as multilingual speakers. Among the various 

advantages, the most noticeable was the enhancement of English proficiency, particularly in 

communication skills. Students exhibited greater fluency and accuracy during discussions, 

collaborative work, and mediation tasks. Activities that involved direct or indirect comparisons of 

German grammar and vocabulary with English proved especially effective. Learners noted that 

identifying cognates, structural parallels, and shared syntax facilitated better comprehension and 

retention of the language. Observations from students indicated they began using German 

improvisationally as a mediating language, utilizing its syntax to gain a clearer understanding of 

English structures. 

A second significant outcome was the development of metalinguistic awareness [6]. Journals 

kept by students reflected an increasing recognition of the relationships between their languages and 

highlighted the importance of analysis in their learning process. They became skilled at articulating 

patterns of meaning, predicting and addressing errors, and contemplating the mechanisms involved 

in language usage. The experience of learning to speak alongside acquiring a third language 

illuminated for many learners both structural similarities and differences among languages, thereby 

enriching their understanding of language as a system. 
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This metalinguistic growth also promoted autonomous learning; students became more capable 

of self-recognition and self-management. Furthermore, there was a marked increase in learner 

motivation. Students expressed that studying English felt more relevant due to the incorporation of 

authentic materials, real-life communication tasks, and intercultural interactions. Engagements with 

their German-speaking peers heightened students' commitment to language acquisition as they 

encountered genuine communicative contexts. Through these authentic exchanges, learners started 

perceiving themselves as active contributors to global communication rather than mere passive 

recipients of instructional material. 

Additionally, students reported increased confidence stemming from their expanded multilingual 

abilities [7]. A supportive classroom environment paired with a structured task progression 

contributed to reduced anxiety levels and encouraged more spontaneous use of English. Cognitively, 

they displayed improved flexibility in switching languages and managing tasks that required 

simultaneous activation of multiple linguistic systems. Observations indicated enhanced attentional 

capabilities, better control over interfering languages, and more efficient retrieval processes for 

linguistic resources. 

These findings suggest that the training environments led to improved executive function skills 

that correlate positively with multilingual competence [8]. The study also highlighted institutional 

advantages; through collaboration between English and German instructors, course content alignment 

improved significantly, facilitating smoother transitions for learners across languages. Blended 

learning tools provided flexible lesson structures along with extended exposure to non-academic 

languages and resources [9]. The digital portfolios created by students demonstrated consistent 

progress across all subject areas while showcasing an evolution in language usage throughout the 

semester. 

The results of this study confirm the critical importance of implementing multifaceted 

pedagogical Conditions Favorable for L3 Acquisition in Multilingual University Contexts 

The findings endorse theoretical models that perceive multilingual competence as a dynamic and 

intricate system, characterized by continuous interaction among languages [10]. When educational 

practices engage this system through intentional cross-linguistic activities, genuine communication 

experiences, and significant reflective exercises, learners gain an enriched comprehension of 

languages and enhance their ability to navigate their linguistic capabilities effectively.  

The research emphasizes the importance of cognitive and emotional support in fostering 

multilingual growth. Students reported increased confidence and reduced anxiety levels, indicating 

that emotional factors significantly influence learning outcomes within a multilingual setting. A 

classroom atmosphere that acknowledges the cognitive challenges associated with managing three 

languages, complemented by tailored scaffolding, creates a more supportive environment for learners 

to tackle these challenges. 

Reflective journaling proved effective in helping students articulate their learning experiences, 

pinpoint areas for improvement, develop coping strategies, and enhance their metacognitive skills 

through such reflections. The sociocultural aspect also played a vital role; active exchanges especially 

those conducted virtually allowed students to communicate authentically while practicing English 

and German in real-life contexts. These interactions provided learners with realistic audiences and 

meaningful communicative goals, which facilitated negotiation processes [11], [12]. 

According to sociocultural theory, language acquisition is inherently social (with meaning co-

constructed), and these interactions were based on this premise. Such experiences empowered 

learners to view themselves as multilingual individuals equipped with the competencies necessary for 

thriving in global communication environments. 

Technological tools significantly enhanced learning by expanding the range of linguistic inputs 

available to learners while offering opportunities for self-directed study. Digital portfolios 

encouraged students to monitor their performance actively and reflect on their progress [13]. The 

integration of synchronous and asynchronous tools enriched learning flexibility and adapted teaching 

methods to accommodate a diverse and evolving student body. 
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Despite reporting strong positive outcomes, the study has certain limitations. Generalizability is 

restricted due to the small sample size, and the brief duration prevents an examination of long-term 

development trends. Additionally, the specific linguistic combination (Kazakh / Russian–German–

English) may not represent other multilingual scenarios encountered elsewhere. To address these 

limitations, future research should adopt longitudinal approaches, explore varied L3 combinations 

among learners, and assess multilingual development across broader sociocultural landscapes [14]. 

Conclusion. We demonstrate in this research that effective acquisition of a third language (L3) 

within the context of multilingual higher education significantly depends on the systematic 

integration of pedagogical conditions. These conditions should comprehensively address the 

linguistic, cognitive, affective, sociocultural, and technological aspects of learning. When these 

elements are employed collectively, they enhance learners’ communicative abilities, motivation 

levels, metalinguistic awareness, cognitive flexibility, and multilingual identity. 

The empirical case study illustrates the advantages of instructional methods that utilize a broad 

spectrum of language resources, encourage reflective thinking, promote authentic communication, 

and incorporate digital technologies to diversify learning experiences. The results highlight the 

importance for universities adopting a holistic approach to multilingual education. This encompasses 

developing curricula that facilitate cross-linguistic transfer, training educators to collaborate across 

different language departments, and providing students with meaningful contexts to practice their 

language skills. 

By doing so, educational institutions can prepare participants for active and confident 

engagement in a multilingual world. Future studies should investigate the long-term impacts of these 

pedagogical conditions on multilingual development while exploring more varied linguistic 

combinations and assessing the role of emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence in 

enhancing L3 acquisition. Through ongoing research and innovative teaching strategies, multilingual 

universities have the potential to cultivate environments that effectively nurture capable, self-assured, 

and globally engaged multilingual speakers. 
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