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PEDAGOGICAL CONDITIONS FOR THIRD LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

Abstract

This study explores the essential pedagogical elements necessary for effectively learning a third
language (L3) within first and second language (L1/L2) frameworks in a multilingual higher
education setting. Despite the fact that multilingualism has emerged as a vital skill in today's
globalized world, the specific teaching and institutional strategies that support L3 acquisition remain
insufficiently defined. Utilizing theoretical models of functional multilingualism alongside a
qualitative case study involving first-year Translation Studies students at a Kazakhstani linguistic
university, this research investigates how methodological, cognitive, affective, sociocultural, and
technological factors converge to shape the multilingual learning journey. Data were gathered through
classroom observations, reflective journals, surveys, and instructor feedback, followed by thematic
coding. The findings suggest that L3 acquisition is most effective when instruction purposefully taps
into learners' existing language skills, fosters metalinguistic awareness, alleviates learner anxiety
through scaffolding and genuine intercultural communication experiences. Furthermore, the
integration of digital resources and thoughtful curriculum design enhances the educational process by
promoting greater interaction and facilitating better outcomes. The authors conclude that successful
L3 learning is best achieved through a cohesive framework of pedagogical conditions that emphasizes
a holistic combination of methods rather than isolated initiatives — highlighting the importance of
institutional collaboration and sustained multilingual educational strategies.

Keywords: multilingual competence, third language acquisition, functional multilingualism,
pedagogical conditions, L3 learning, cross-linguistic transfer, metalinguistic awareness

“Tyxtakynosa A.JK.! " | AraGexosa B.H.?
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YIITHINI TIAI YAPEHYAIH HEJATOTUKAJIBIK IITAPTTAPBI

Anoamna

By 3epTTey kel Tl xKoFaphl O11iM Oepy karaaibiaa OipiHii koHe exinmi tinaepae (L1/L2)
yurinmn tinm (L3) triMal yiipeHyre KaKeTTi HEeTi3ri MeJarorukajiblK JJIEMEHTTEPII KapacThIpabl.
Kasipri sxahanjgasrad onemjie KONTUIIIIIK MaHBI3IbI JaFIblFa ailHaIFaHbIMeH, L3 TUTIH MeHTrepy i
KOJJIAaUTBIH HAaKThl OKBITY >KoHE MHCTUTYUMOHANM3alMs CTpaTerusyiapbl >KETKUTKTI Typae
aHbIKTaIMaraH. OYHKIMOHAIIABIK KONTIIUNKTIH TEOPUSIIBIK MOJACNbICPIH TalganaHa OTBIPHI,
Ka3aKCTaH/bIK JIMHTBUCTUKAJBIK YHHBEPCUTETTIH OipiHINI Kypc CTyACHT-ayJapMallbLIapbIHbIH
KaTbicybiMeH CanaJisl KaFIaliIbIK 3epTTEyMEH KaTap, OyJI 3epTTey KONTUIILIIKTI OKBITY MPOIECIHIE
O/lliCHaMaJblK, KOTHUTUBTIK, OMOILMOHAIIBIK, OIIEYyMETTIK-MOJIEHH JKOHE  TEXHOJOTHSIIBIK
127
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(dbakToprapIbIH Kajai yhaeceTiHiH 3epTTelal. JlepekTep ChIHBINTAFb OakblIayiap, pedaeKCHsITBIK
KypHajap, cayalHaManap jKoHE HYCKAyIIbUIApAbIH MiKipJepi, COAaH KEeWiH TaKbIPBHINTHIK KOATAY
apKpUIBI )kuHAIIBL. HoTmkenep L3 TuiH MEHIrepy OKYIIBUTAPBIH KOJIBIHA Oap TIAIK JaFapliap bl
MaKcaTThl TYp/€ NailananFan Ke3/e THIMAIpEK O0MaThIHBIH, METATUIAIK XabapIapbIKThl JaMbITYFa
BIKITAJl €TETIHIH, HETI3T1 OLTIM MEH MOJICHHETApalblK KapbhIM-KATBIHACTHIH IIBIHAWBI TOXKIpUOECi
apKbUIbI OKYIIBUIAP/IBIH aTaHJayIbUIBIFBIH TOMEHACTETiHIH KopceTeni. COHbIMEH KaTap, U (PIIbIK
pecypcerapabl  OIpIKTIpy JKOHE OKy OarmapiamanapblH OWJIACTBIPBUIFAH o31pJiey TBIFBI3 ©3apa
OpEeKeTTeCyTe JKOHE JKAKChl HOTHIKENIEPre KOJ JKETKi3yre BIKMal €Ty apKbuIbl OiniM Oepy mporecin
*akcapTael. ABTopiap L3 neHreiingeri TaObICThI OKBITY HHCTHTYIIMOHAJIBIK BIHTBIMAKTACTHIK TICH
TYpPaKThl KeNTUAl OuniM Oepy CTpaTerdsulapblHBIH MAaHBI3ABUIBIFBIH KOPCETETIH OKIIayJaHFaH
OacTamayiapra eMec, 9IiICTep/IiH TyTac KocmachlHa 0aca Ha3ap ayaapaThiH OipTyTac MmeaaroruKaiblK
KaFaanIap xyieci apKbUIbI )KaKChl KOJI )KE€TKI31JIe/l JereH KOPBIThIHIBIFA KeIe .

Tyiiin ce3aep: KONTUIAI Ky3bIPETTUIIK, YIIIHII TUIAI MEHrepy, GYHKIIMOHAIIBIK KONTIIIUIIK,
MeJaroTuKalbIK JKaraainap, L3 neHreiinae OKpITy, TUTAPANIBIK ay1apMa, MEeTaTUIIIK XadapaapibiK

. i
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HEJATOI'MYECKUE YCJIOBUSA AJISA U3YUEHUSA TPETBEI'O SAA3BIKA

Annomayus

B 3TOM HCCIeIOBaHIN PACCMATPHUBAIOTCS OCHOBHBIC TIEArOTMYCCKUE IIEMEHTBI, HCOOXOMMMBIE ISt
a(dexTuBHOTO M3ydeHHs TpeThero s3bika (L3) B pamkax meporo u Broporo si3b1koB (L1/L2) B ycmoBusax
MHOTOSI3BIYHOTO BBICIIICTO 00pa3oBanusi. HecMOTpst Ha TO, YTO MHOTOSI3BIYKE CTAJIO JKM3HEHHO BAKHBIM
HAaBHIKOM B COBPEMCHHOM TIJIOOATM30BAHHOM MHpE, KOHKPETHBIC CTpATErHH MpENoIaBaHus U
HHCTUTYIHOHATM3AIAK, KOTOPBIC TOICPKUBAIOT OBJIQJICHAC SI3BIKOM L3, OCTaroTCsl HEIOCTATOYHO
ornpenieiieHHbIMHA.  VICTIONB3yst  TeOpeTHYecKHe MOAETH  (DYHKIIMOHATBHOTO MHOTOSI3BIUMS  HApsLy C
Ka4eCTBCHHBIM TEMATHYCCKUM HKCCIICIOBAHHEM C YYaCTHEM CTYICHTOB-TIEPEBOIIMKOB IEPBOTO Kypca
Ka3aXxCTaHCKOTO JIMHMBUCTHYECKOTO YHUBEPCHTETA, 3TO UCCIICIOBAHHE HCCIICIYET, Kak METO/IONIOTMYECKHUE,
KOTHUTHBHBIE, SMOIMOHATHHBIE, COIMOKYIIBTYPHBIE M TEXHOJIOTHIECKHE (PAKTOPBI COUCTAFOTCS B IPOIIECCE
00ydJeHHsT MHOTOSI3bIYMIO. JIaHHBIe ObLTH COOpaHBI C MOMOIIBIO HAOMIONCHHUI B Kiacce, pe(hIeKCUBHBIX
’KyPHAJIOB, OIPOCOB M OT3BIBOB MHCTPYKTOPOB, 33 KOTOPHIMH TOCIIEIOBAIO0 TEMATHYECKOE KOIMPOBAHKE.
[TonyueHHbIe pe3yIbTaThl CBUICTEIBCTBYIOT O TOM, YTO OCBOSHHE si3bika L3 Hanbosee 3(heKTHBHO, KOr/a
0OyueHHE IIE/ICHANPABICHHO HCIIONB3YeT MMEIOIINECS Y YUAIUXCsl SI3BIKOBBIE HABBIKH, CIIOCOOCTBYET
Pa3BUTHIO METAS3BIKOBOI OCBEOMIICHHOCTH, CHMKACT TPEBOXKHOCTH YUAIMXCS C TIOMOIIBO 0a30BBIX
3HAHHH U TIOTMHHOTO OITBITa MEXKKYJIBTYpHOT0 001teHnst. KpoMme Toro, nHTerpartist IdpoBbIX pecypcoB 1
MPOIyMaHHast pa3paboTKa y4eOHBIX MPOrpaMM YIIyUILAl0T 00pa30BaTeIbHbIN MPOIIECC, CIOCOOCTBYsI OoIiee
TECHOMY B3aMMOJIEHCTBHIO M JIOCTHIKEHHIO JIYUIIMX PE3YIIBTATOB. ABTOPHI NMPHXOMAT K BBIBOLY, UTO
ycremHroe oOydeHue Ha ypoBHe L3 syuie Bcero QOCTHraercs € TOMOIIBIO LETOCTHOH CHCTEMBI
Te/IArOTMYECKHX YCIIOBHH, B KOTOPOI 0C000€ BHUMAHHE YIEISETCS [IEIOCTHOMY COYETAHHIO METO/IOB, a HE
M30JIMPOBAHHBIM WHHUIIMATHBAM, YTO IMOMYCPKUBACT BHKHOCTh MHCTUTYIIMOHAIBHOTO COTPYIHHUYECTBA U
YCTONUYMBBIX MHOTOSI3bIYHBIX 00Pa30BaTENIbHbIX CTPATETUA.

KiioueBble Cj10Ba: MHOTOS3bIYHAS KOMIIETCHTHOCTh, OBJIQZICHHE TPETBUM  SI3BIKOM,
(GyHKIMOHATBHOE MHOTOSI3BIYME, T[IEJarOTHYECKUe YCIIoBWs, OOydeHme Ha ypoBHe L3,
MEKbSI3BIKOBOI MEPEHOC, METAsA3bIKOBAS OCBEIOMIIEHHOCTD
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Introduction. At the same time that globalization has surged, the rapid advancement of
internationalization, increasing global mobility, and enhanced interdisciplinary relationships among
countries have altered the expectations placed on individuals with college degrees [1]. In this fast-
evolving environment, possessing multilingual abilities has become essential for achieving success
in academic pursuits, the job market, and social interactions. Consequently, universities —particularly
institutions focused on language education are tasked with cultivating graduates who can
communicate fluently in multiple languages and utilize these skills effectively and strategically in
real-world interpersonal contexts [2].

Unlike earlier approaches that prioritized monolingual or bilingual education, contemporary
multilingual pedagogy advocates for a dynamic and interconnected learning system where various
languages of different learners collaborate and enrich one another [3]. This approach aligns with the
concept of functional multilingualism, which emphasizes the meaningful and contextually relevant
use of several languages based on communicative needs rather than merely acquiring proficiency in
discrete languages. Within this theoretical framework, learning a third language (L3) poses significant
challenges [4]. The process of acquiring L3 is influenced by prior experience with a first foreign
language (L2), which establishes entirely new linguistic frameworks; therefore, preparing to learn L3
requires more than just mastering foundational grammar as seen with a first language (L1).

The journey of learning involves various factors including transfer effects between languages,
interference challenges, facilitative influences, increased metalinguistic awareness, and cognitive
control mechanisms [5]. Students navigate similarities and differences among languages while
adjusting their linguistic choices based on communication requirements. Although this may enhance
cognitive adaptability and deepen understanding of linguistic structures, it also introduces cognitive
demands that can lead to cross-linguistic confusion.

This underscores the necessity for L3 acquisition to be approached as an integrated area of study
that necessitates deliberate pedagogical support capable of recognizing the comprehensive linguistic
framework involved in L3 learning [6]. Despite growing interest in this subject area, there remains
insufficient conceptual clarity regarding effective pedagogical conditions necessary for successful L3
acquisition within higher education contexts. Existing research often focuses narrowly on isolated
factors such as technology or motivation rather than examining their interplay within a cohesive
pedagogical system.

As a result, educators seeking to create effective multilingual learning environments tailored to
students' cognitive, emotional, and linguistic needs face significant challenges particularly at the
university level where students transition swiftly from secondary language instruction to more
demanding academic language practices.

Our goal is to address this gap by mapping out, analyzing, and showecasing pedagogical
conditions that foster successful L3 acquisition. Drawing upon theoretical frameworks related to
functional multilingualism and psycholinguistics along with an illustrative case study from a
university in Kazakhstan, this research aims to clarify how various educational, psychological,
organizational, sociocultural, and technological factors collectively influence learners’ multilingual
development. The study investigates how these conditions impact student performance while shaping
their motivation levels, self-confidence, metalinguistic awareness, and identities as emerging
multilingual speakers.

By adopting this multidimensional perspective, we aspire to elucidate the mechanisms through
which specific pedagogical circumstances facilitate L3 learning and offer valuable insights for
enhancing multilingual training in higher education settings.

Methods and materials. This study employs a qualitative research design that integrates
theoretical analysis with an empirical case study. This methodological approach establishes a robust
basis for comprehending the research from both theoretical and practical perspectives within an actual
university setting. The theoretical aspect involved a comprehensive review of academic literature
spanning various domains, including multilingual competence, third language acquisition,
sociocultural learning theory, cross-linguistic transfer, cognitive processes related to multilingualism,
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and contemporary language education strategies. Special emphasis was placed on research that
conceptualizes multilingualism as a system of interconnected languages rather than merely a
collection of separate skills.

The empirical investigation took place at a Kazakhstani language university featuring a
Translation Studies program offered in three languages: Kazakh or Russian as the first language,
German as the second language, and English as the third. A cohort of 26 first-year students
participated in the study, each possessing diverse levels of proficiency in their second language (L2)
while being at early stages of acquiring their third language (L3). Their linguistic backgrounds
presented an ideal context for examining both the challenges and advantages associated with
multilingual education, particularly concerning the interplay between L2 and L3.

Learning sessions were deliberately structured based on pedagogical contexts identified
following the theoretical phase of research. These conditions included:

- plurilingual instruction aimed at activating students’ linguistic resources;

- contrastive exercises facilitating comparisons between English and German;

- mediation tasks inspired by CEFR descriptors to challenge students in reformulating meanings
across different languages [2];

- reflective journaling fostering metalinguistic awareness and self-regulation;

- scaffolded tasks organized from simple to complex to minimize cognitive load;

- collaborative learning activities promoting peer interaction;

- intercultural communication involving authentic varieties, including virtual interactions with
German-speaking peers;

- mixed methods incorporating digital tools such as Moodle, Zoom, and e-portfolios.

Data collection utilized multiple sources including classroom observations, reflective journals,
student questionnaires, written assignments, and instructors' notes. Classroom observations yielded
insights into student conduct, engagement levels, and language usage. Reflective journals provided
personal accounts regarding linguistic obstacles encountered, increasing awareness, emotional
responses, and shifting attitudes toward multilingual education. Questionnaires gathered data on
learners’ motivation and perceptions along with their experiences in L3. Instructor notes documented
pedagogical choices made during instruction along with challenges faced and classroom dynamics
observed.

Qualitative thematic analysis was employed to uncover recurring themes across these diverse
data sets. Additionally, triangulation was used to enhance validity by corroborating findings across
various sources of information.

Results and discussion. This research illustrates that the systematic application of pedagogical
conditions has favorably impacted the growth of learners as multilingual speakers. Among the various
advantages, the most noticeable was the enhancement of English proficiency, particularly in
communication skills. Students exhibited greater fluency and accuracy during discussions,
collaborative work, and mediation tasks. Activities that involved direct or indirect comparisons of
German grammar and vocabulary with English proved especially effective. Learners noted that
identifying cognates, structural parallels, and shared syntax facilitated better comprehension and
retention of the language. Observations from students indicated they began using German
improvisationally as a mediating language, utilizing its syntax to gain a clearer understanding of
English structures.

A second significant outcome was the development of metalinguistic awareness [6]. Journals
kept by students reflected an increasing recognition of the relationships between their languages and
highlighted the importance of analysis in their learning process. They became skilled at articulating
patterns of meaning, predicting and addressing errors, and contemplating the mechanisms involved
in language usage. The experience of learning to speak alongside acquiring a third language
illuminated for many learners both structural similarities and differences among languages, thereby
enriching their understanding of language as a system.
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This metalinguistic growth also promoted autonomous learning; students became more capable
of self-recognition and self-management. Furthermore, there was a marked increase in learner
motivation. Students expressed that studying English felt more relevant due to the incorporation of
authentic materials, real-life communication tasks, and intercultural interactions. Engagements with
their German-speaking peers heightened students’ commitment to language acquisition as they
encountered genuine communicative contexts. Through these authentic exchanges, learners started
perceiving themselves as active contributors to global communication rather than mere passive
recipients of instructional material.

Additionally, students reported increased confidence stemming from their expanded multilingual
abilities [7]. A supportive classroom environment paired with a structured task progression
contributed to reduced anxiety levels and encouraged more spontaneous use of English. Cognitively,
they displayed improved flexibility in switching languages and managing tasks that required
simultaneous activation of multiple linguistic systems. Observations indicated enhanced attentional
capabilities, better control over interfering languages, and more efficient retrieval processes for
linguistic resources.

These findings suggest that the training environments led to improved executive function skills
that correlate positively with multilingual competence [8]. The study also highlighted institutional
advantages; through collaboration between English and German instructors, course content alignment
improved significantly, facilitating smoother transitions for learners across languages. Blended
learning tools provided flexible lesson structures along with extended exposure to non-academic
languages and resources [9]. The digital portfolios created by students demonstrated consistent
progress across all subject areas while showcasing an evolution in language usage throughout the
semester.

The results of this study confirm the critical importance of implementing multifaceted
pedagogical Conditions Favorable for L3 Acquisition in Multilingual University Contexts

The findings endorse theoretical models that perceive multilingual competence as a dynamic and
intricate system, characterized by continuous interaction among languages [10]. When educational
practices engage this system through intentional cross-linguistic activities, genuine communication
experiences, and significant reflective exercises, learners gain an enriched comprehension of
languages and enhance their ability to navigate their linguistic capabilities effectively.

The research emphasizes the importance of cognitive and emotional support in fostering
multilingual growth. Students reported increased confidence and reduced anxiety levels, indicating
that emotional factors significantly influence learning outcomes within a multilingual setting. A
classroom atmosphere that acknowledges the cognitive challenges associated with managing three
languages, complemented by tailored scaffolding, creates a more supportive environment for learners
to tackle these challenges.

Reflective journaling proved effective in helping students articulate their learning experiences,
pinpoint areas for improvement, develop coping strategies, and enhance their metacognitive skills
through such reflections. The sociocultural aspect also played a vital role; active exchanges especially
those conducted virtually allowed students to communicate authentically while practicing English
and German in real-life contexts. These interactions provided learners with realistic audiences and
meaningful communicative goals, which facilitated negotiation processes [11], [12].

According to sociocultural theory, language acquisition is inherently social (with meaning co-
constructed), and these interactions were based on this premise. Such experiences empowered
learners to view themselves as multilingual individuals equipped with the competencies necessary for
thriving in global communication environments.

Technological tools significantly enhanced learning by expanding the range of linguistic inputs
available to learners while offering opportunities for self-directed study. Digital portfolios
encouraged students to monitor their performance actively and reflect on their progress [13]. The
integration of synchronous and asynchronous tools enriched learning flexibility and adapted teaching
methods to accommodate a diverse and evolving student body.
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Despite reporting strong positive outcomes, the study has certain limitations. Generalizability is
restricted due to the small sample size, and the brief duration prevents an examination of long-term
development trends. Additionally, the specific linguistic combination (Kazakh / Russian—German—
English) may not represent other multilingual scenarios encountered elsewhere. To address these
limitations, future research should adopt longitudinal approaches, explore varied L3 combinations
among learners, and assess multilingual development across broader sociocultural landscapes [14].

Conclusion. We demonstrate in this research that effective acquisition of a third language (L3)
within the context of multilingual higher education significantly depends on the systematic
integration of pedagogical conditions. These conditions should comprehensively address the
linguistic, cognitive, affective, sociocultural, and technological aspects of learning. When these
elements are employed collectively, they enhance learners’ communicative abilities, motivation
levels, metalinguistic awareness, cognitive flexibility, and multilingual identity.

The empirical case study illustrates the advantages of instructional methods that utilize a broad
spectrum of language resources, encourage reflective thinking, promote authentic communication,
and incorporate digital technologies to diversify learning experiences. The results highlight the
importance for universities adopting a holistic approach to multilingual education. This encompasses
developing curricula that facilitate cross-linguistic transfer, training educators to collaborate across
different language departments, and providing students with meaningful contexts to practice their
language skills.

By doing so, educational institutions can prepare participants for active and confident
engagement in a multilingual world. Future studies should investigate the long-term impacts of these
pedagogical conditions on multilingual development while exploring more varied linguistic
combinations and assessing the role of emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence in
enhancing L3 acquisition. Through ongoing research and innovative teaching strategies, multilingual
universities have the potential to cultivate environments that effectively nurture capable, self-assured,
and globally engaged multilingual speakers.
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