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COMMUNICATIVE COMPETENCE FORMATION BASED ON AUTHENTIC SONG
MATERIAL

Abstract

The article explores the effectiveness of using authentic song materials in teaching English as a
foreign language at the university level. The study focuses on the formation of students’
communicative competence through the integration of music into the learning process. Authentic
songs are viewed as a means of enhancing motivation, developing listening skills, and improving
lexical and grammatical competence. The research is based on a quasi-experimental design involving
control and experimental groups of students. Song-based activities were incorporated at different
stages of the lesson and compared with traditional teaching methods. The results demonstrate that the
use of authentic songs increases student engagement and creates a positive psychological climate in
the classroom. The findings suggest that combining traditional instruction with song-based materials
contributes to the development of communicative competence and supports learners’ motivation.

Keywords: authentic songs, foreign language learning, communicative competence, motivation,
listening skills, higher education
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IMBIHAWBI ©H MATEPHUAJIBI HETI3ITHAE KOMMYHUKATHUBTIK
K¥3bIPETTIJIIKTI KAJIBIIITACTBIPY

Anoamna

Makanaza yHUBEPCUTET KaFJaibIH/Ia aFbUIIIBIH TUIIH IIET TUTl PEeTiHAE OKBITY/Ja HIBIHAWBI OH
MaTepHuaIIapbiH KOJAaHy IbIH THIMIUIITT KapacThIpbUIa bl 3epTTEy My3bIKaHbI OKY YACPICIHE €HT13y
apKbUIbI OLTIM aTylIbUIAPJIbIH KOMMYHUKATHBTIK KY3BIPETTLIIrIH KaJbIITACTHIPYFa OarbITTaJIFaH.
[IpiHa#BI OHICP CTYICHTTEPIIH OKY YIXKIEMECIH apTTHIPYFa, THIHIAIBIM JaFIbUIAPbIH JTaMbITyFa
KOHE JICKCHKAJIBIK-TPAMMaTHKAIBIK OLTIMACPIH KETUIIIpyre MYMKIHIIK Oepemi. 3eprrey Oakpuiay
KOHE SKCIIEPUMEHTTIK TONTAPAbl KAMTUTBIH KBa3UIKCIEPUMEHTTIK dJ[iCHaMara HETi3[eNreH. OHre
HETI3JICNITCH TarchlpMasiap cabaKTBhIH OPTYPJi Ke3CHIEPiHAe KOJIAHBUIBII, IOCTYPIi OKBITY
o/icTepiMEH CaJbICTBIPBUIABL. AJBIHFAH HOTHXKENEp CTYJIEHTTepIiH OeJICeHIUTINH apTThIPHIN,
KOJAQMIIBI TICUXOJIOTHSUTBIK  axyall KaJbIITACTBIPATHIHBIH KepceTedi. 3epTTey HOTHIKENepl oH
MaTepHAIAAPBIH JOCTYPIIl OKBITYMEH YHJIECTIPY KOMMYHUKATUBTIK KY3bIPETTUTIKTI TaMBITYFa BIKITA
CTCTIHIH JTOEIACH/II.

Tyiiin ce3aep: HIbIHANBI OHJAEP, LIET TUTIH OKBITY, KOMMYHHKATUBTIK KY3BIPETTUIIK, yOKIEME,
THIHJIAJIBIM JaFIbIIaphl, JKOFaphl O1TIM

“Bepaanaunena JI.A.! W , ManaaueBa A.XK.? ®
L2 Akmiobuncruii pecuonanvuoni ynusepcumem umenu K.)Kybanoea
Axmobe, Kazaxcman
“e-mail: berdalievadina@gmail.com
e-mail: manaliyeva.aida@gmail.com

®OPMHUPOBAHUE KOMMYHUKATUBHOW KOMIETEHIIMA HA OCHOBE
AYTEHTHUYHOTI'O MIECEHHOT'O MATEPHAJIA

Annomayus

B cratee paccmartpuBaeTcsi S(PPEKTUBHOCTH HCIOIB30BAHMS AYTEHTUYHBIX TECEHHBIX
MaTepHalioB B Ipoliecce 00yUeHUsI aHTJIMHCKOMY SI3bIKY KaK MHOCTPAaHHOMY B YCJIOBHSIX BBICIIETO
oOpaszoBanus. MccrnenoBanue HanpapiaeHO Ha (OPMHUPOBAHNE KOMMYHHUKATHUBHON KOMIIETEHTHOCTHU
CTYZICHTOB IOCPEJICTBOM MHTErpalid MY3bIKH B Yy4eOHbIM mporecc. AyTEHTHYHbIE NECHU
CHOCOOCTBYIOT MOBBIIIEHUIO Y4€OHOW MOTHBAIMHM, Pa3BUTHIO HABBIKOB ayAMpPOBAHMs, a TaKXKe
COBEPLICHCTBOBAHUIO JIEKCUKO-TPaMMaTHYECKHX YMEHHH. Pabota OCHOBaHa Ha
KBa3UIKCIIEPUMEHTAIbHOM UCCIIEI0BAHUU C yUYACTHEM KOHTPOJIBHOM M KCIIEPUMEHTAJILHOM TPYTIII.
[lecennslii MaTepuan HCIOJIB30BAJCS Ha pa3IMYHBIX JTamax 3aHATUS M CpaBHUBAICS C
TPaIULMOHHBIMH METOAaMU 0OydeHusi. Pe3ynbTaThl MOKa3bIBalOT POCT Y4E€OHOH aKTUBHOCTH
CTYIEHTOB U (popMHpoBaHHe OJIaronpusTHOTO MCUXOJIOTUYECKOro Kiumara B ayautropuu. Crenan
BBIBOJ] O I€JIECOOOPA3HOCTH COYETAHUS TPAJUIMOHHBIX METOJO0B OOYYEHHUS C MCIIOJIb30BaHHEM
ayTEHTUYHBIX MECEH.

KiroueBble cj10Ba: ayTeHTHYHBIE NTECHHU, 00y4eHUE HHOCTPAHHOMY SI3bIKY, KOMMYHHUKATHBHAS
KOMIIETEHTHOCTh, MOTUBAIUs, HABBIKHM ayAHpPOBaHMUsI, BbICIIee 00pa3oBaHUE
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Introduction. In the context of globalization and international academic mobility, the ability to
communicate effectively in a foreign language has become a key competence for university
graduates. English, as a global language of science, education, and professional communication, plays
a particularly important role in higher education. Consequently, the development of communicative
competence is considered one of the primary objectives of foreign language instruction at the
university level [1].

Despite prolonged exposure to English language learning in secondary and higher education,
many university students demonstrate insufficient oral communication skills. While learners may
possess a basic knowledge of grammar and vocabulary, they often experience difficulties in
understanding authentic speech and expressing their ideas fluently in real communicative situations.
This discrepancy highlights the limitations of traditional teaching approaches that emphasize form-
focused instruction and examination-oriented outcomes.

Modern pedagogical research increasingly stresses the importance of learner-centered and
communicative approaches in foreign language education. These approaches prioritize meaningful
interaction, authentic language use, and the integration of cultural content into the learning process.
Within this framework, the use of authentic materials has gained significant attention, as such
materials expose learners to natural language patterns and real-life communicative contexts [1-3].

Authentic materials are defined as texts and resources created by native speakers for genuine
communicative purposes rather than for instructional use. Numerous studies confirm that authentic
materials contribute to improved learner motivation, increased engagement, and enhanced language
performance [4-6].

Among various types of authentic materials, songs represent a particularly valuable pedagogical
resource. Song lyrics combine linguistic, cultural, and emotional elements, providing learners with
exposure to natural pronunciation, rhythm, and intonation, as well as culturally embedded meanings.
Research on song-based language teaching indicates that songs support vocabulary development,
listening comprehension, and lexical retention [8].

Previous studies have also demonstrated that the use of English songs in the classroom positively
influences students’” motivation and attitudes toward foreign language learning. Song-based activities
create a supportive emotional environment that reduces anxiety and encourages student participation
in communicative tasks [9,10].

However, despite the acknowledged benefits of song-based instruction, songs are often used
sporadically in foreign language classrooms, primarily as an entertaining activity rather than as a
systematic instructional tool integrated into the curriculum [3, 5]. There remains a lack of structured
approaches to incorporating authentic song materials into higher education contexts with a clear focus
on communicative competence development.

Therefore, the present study aims to examine the effectiveness of using authentic song materials
as a pedagogical tool for developing communicative competence among university students learning
English as a foreign language. The research focuses on the integration of song-based activities into
different stages of the lesson and evaluates their impact on students’ grammatical performance and
learning motivation.

Methods and materials. The present study was conducted using a quasi-experimental research
design in order to examine the effectiveness of authentic song materials in the development of
communicative competence among university students learning English as a foreign language. The
research was carried out in the context of regular classroom instruction and combined quantitative
and qualitative methods of data collection.

2.1. Research design

A quasi-experimental design with a control group and an experimental group was employed.
This design was chosen due to the organizational constraints of the educational process, as students
were assigned to groups based on existing academic classes. Both groups were taught according to
the same curriculum and within the same time framework; however, the instructional approaches
differed with regard to the use of authentic song materials.
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The independent variable of the study was the integration of authentic English songs into the
instructional process. The dependent variables included students’ lexical and grammatical
performance, communicative competence, learning motivation, and classroom engagement.

2.2. Participants

The participants of the study were 34 undergraduate students enrolled in physical education
programs (PhE-12 and PhE-14). The students were divided into two groups: a control group and an
experimental group. All participants had previously studied English as a compulsory subject within
the university curriculum.

Prior to the experimental intervention, a diagnostic test was administered to assess the students’
initial level of English language proficiency. The results of the pre-test demonstrated that the control
and experimental groups were comparable in terms of their lexical and grammatical knowledge,
which ensured the validity of subsequent comparisons.

2.3. Instructional procedure

The instructional intervention consisted of a series of lessons aimed at developing grammatical
skills and communicative competence. In the experimental group, authentic English songs were
systematically integrated into different stages of the lesson.

At the goal-setting stage, song excerpts were used to create a favorable emotional atmosphere
and to activate students’ prior knowledge. Students were provided with printed excerpts of song lyrics
in which certain grammatical forms (infinitive or gerund) were omitted. While listening to the song
excerpts, students were asked to complete the gaps and identify the grammatical topic of the lesson,
which encouraged inductive learning.

During the text stage, students listened to the selected songs, worked with the lyrics, and
completed tasks focused on lexical and grammatical analysis. These tasks included identifying
grammatical structures, inserting missing verb forms, and comparing the meanings of verbs
depending on their grammatical usage.

At the post-text stage, communicative activities were implemented to activate the studied
material in speech. Students participated in pair and group discussions, completed short oral tasks,
and expressed their opinions related to the content of the songs.

In contrast, the control group followed a traditional instructional approach. Grammatical topics
were introduced deductively through teacher explanation, followed by written exercises and
controlled practice. No song materials or authentic audio resources were used in the control group.

2.4. Data collection instruments

To evaluate the effectiveness of the instructional intervention, pre-test and post-test assessments
were administered to both groups. The tests were designed to assess students’ lexical and grammatical
competence and included tasks on the present simple tense, present perfect tense, infinitive and
gerund forms, adjectives, and adverbs. The test tasks consisted of multiple-choice questions, gap-
filling exercises, and short contextualized responses.

Test results were evaluated using a five-point grading scale. The level of grammatical
competence was classified as high, intermediate, below average, or low based on the percentage of
correctly completed tasks.

In addition to language testing, students’ learning motivation was examined through
questionnaires administered before and after the experimental lessons. The questionnaires aimed to
identify changes in students’ interest in English lessons, their emotional engagement, and their
attitude toward the use of song materials. Classroom observations were also conducted to assess
student participation and the overall psychological climate during the lessons.

2.5. Data analysis

The data obtained from the tests and questionnaires were analyzed using descriptive statistical
methods. The results of the control and experimental groups were compared to identify differences
in grammatical performance and learning motivation. The combination of test results, questionnaire
data, and classroom observations allowed for a comprehensive evaluation of the impact of authentic
song materials on the formation of communicative competence.
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Results and discussion. The results of the study were analyzed on the basis of the final lexico-
grammatical test and the motivation questionnaires administered to students in both the control and
experimental groups. The analysis focused on grammatical performance and changes in learning
motivation after the instructional intervention.

The lexico-grammatical test assessed students’ knowledge of grammatical structures, including
the present simple tense, present perfect tense, infinitive and gerund forms, as well as adjectives and
adverbs. Student performance was evaluated using a five-point grading scale and classified into four
levels: high, intermediate, below average, and low.

Table 1 presents the distribution of students in the control and experimental groups according to
grammatical competence levels.

Table 1. Distribution of students according to grammatical competence levels

Level of grammatical competence Control group (%) | Experimental group (%)
High (Grade 5) 29.4 29.4
Intermediate (Grade 4) 53.0 41.1
Below average (Grade 3) 17.6 23.5
Low (Grade 2) 0.0 6.0

The data in Table 1 indicate that both groups demonstrated similar proportions of students at the
high level of grammatical competence. However, a higher percentage of students in the experimental
group fell into the below-average and low performance categories.

To provide a clearer comparison of overall performance, the average grammar test scores of the
two groups are presented in Table 2.

Table 2. The average grammar test scores of the two groups

Group Average score
Control group 4.12
Experimental group 3.94
Difference 0.18

As shown in Table 2, the average score of the control group was slightly higher than that of the
experimental group. The difference amounted to 0.18 points (approximately 4.4%) in favor of the
traditional instructional approach. These results suggest that traditional grammar-focused instruction
may lead to marginally higher grammatical accuracy in formal testing conditions.

Despite the lower grammatical test results observed in the experimental group, the integration of
authentic song materials had a positive impact on students’ learning motivation and classroom
engagement. To examine this aspect, motivation questionnaires administered before and after the
instructional intervention were analyzed.

The dynamics of students’ learning motivation in the experimental group are summarized in
Table 3.

Table 3. Changes in students’ learning motivation in the experimental group

Motivation level | Before experiment (%) | After experiment (%)
High 15 25
Intermediate 60 65
Low 25 10
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The data presented in Table 3 demonstrate a notable increase in the proportion of highly
motivated students after the implementation of song-based instruction. At the same time, the
percentage of students with low motivation decreased substantially, indicating a positive shift in
learners’ attitudes toward English lessons.

Figure 1 presents a visual comparison of students’ motivation levels before and after the use of
authentic song materials.

Distribution of grammatical competence levels

D
(e]
)

53.0% m Control group

Experimental group

a1
o
1

41.1%

'S
(e}
L

29.4% 29.4%
23.5%
17.6%

N
o
1

Percentage of students (%)
(€8]
o

=
o
1

6.0%
0%

(=}

High Intermediate Below average Low
Levels of grammatical competence

Figure 1. Changes in students’ learning motivation after song-based instruction

The results indicate that song-based instruction contributed to the creation of a more favorable
psychological climate in the classroom. Increased student engagement, active participation, and a
more relaxed learning atmosphere were observed during lessons that incorporated authentic songs.

From a pedagogical perspective, these findings suggest that communicative competence
development should not be evaluated solely on the basis of grammatical test scores. While traditional
methods may result in slightly higher grammatical accuracy, song-based instruction plays a
significant role in enhancing learners’ motivation, emotional involvement, and willingness to
participate in communication.

Overall, the results support the conclusion that a balanced instructional approach combining
traditional grammar-focused methods with authentic song-based activities provides optimal
conditions for both grammatical accuracy and learner motivation.

Conclusion. The present study examined the effectiveness of using authentic song materials in
teaching English as a foreign language at the university level, with a particular focus on the
development of communicative competence. The findings demonstrate that the integration of song-
based instruction into the learning process has a positive impact on students’ motivation, engagement,
and the overall psychological climate in the classroom.

The results of the lexico-grammatical testing indicate that traditional instruction led to slightly
higher grammatical accuracy compared to song-based instruction. However, the difference between
the control and experimental groups was not substantial. At the same time, the use of authentic songs
significantly increased students’ learning motivation, reduced anxiety, and encouraged more active
participation in communicative activities.

The analysis of motivation questionnaires revealed a clear positive shift in students’ attitudes
toward English language learning after the implementation of song-based instruction. The proportion
of highly motivated students increased, while the number of learners with low motivation decreased.
These findings suggest that authentic song materials play an important role in creating favorable
conditions for communicative language use.
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From a pedagogical perspective, the results confirm that communicative competence should not
be assessed solely through grammatical test performance. Motivation, emotional involvement, and
willingness to communicate are essential components of successful foreign language learning.
Therefore, authentic songs can be considered an effective supplementary instructional tool rather than
a replacement for traditional grammar-focused methods.

In conclusion, the study supports the effectiveness of a balanced instructional approach that
combines traditional teaching methods with authentic song-based activities. Such an approach allows
teachers to maintain grammatical accuracy while simultaneously enhancing students” motivation and
communicative engagement. The findings of this research may be useful for foreign language
teachers seeking to diversify instructional strategies and create a more learner-centered classroom
environment.
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