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STRUCTURAL EXPANSION OF A SIMPLE SENTENCE THROUGH THE 

PARALLEL CONSTRUCTIONS IN MODERN ENGLISH  

 

Abstract  

This article examines the issue of using parallel constructions to expand the structure of a simple 

sentence in modern English. Effectively conveying the core structure of a sentence is a compelling 

subject that greatly influences the clarity and readability of a document. By adopting this method, 

comprehension can be improved, and an efficient tactic for this is the integration of parallel 

elements throughout the text. 

To present the sentence in a structured and parallel format, the authors identify three stages that 

outline the progression of ideas. We will carefully craft the arrangement of sentence structures 

using parallel constructs that will be shaped by various elements, including extralinguistic factors 

such as the communication requirements of the target audience and linguistic elements that are 

significant within the suggested parallel structures. This dual influence ensures that the sentence 

remains coherent and effectively engages readers, fostering a deeper understanding of the material 

presented. 

Keywords: extralinguistic factors, Modern English, parallel construction, simple sentence, 

subordination, syntactic patterns, verbal signs 
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ҚАЗІРГІ АҒЫЛШЫН ТІЛІНДЕГІ ПАРАЛЛЕЛЬДІ ҚОНСТРУКЦИЯЛАРДЫ 

ҚОЛДАНУДАҒЫ ЖӘЙ СӨЙЛЕМНІҢ ҚҰРЫЛЫМДЫҚ КЕҢЕЙУІ 

 

Аңдатпа 

Бұл мақалада қазіргі ағылшын тіліндегі жәй сөйлемнің құрылымын кеңейту үшін 

параллельді конструкцияларды қолдану мәселесі қарастырылады. Сөйлемнің негізгі 

құрылымын тиімді жеткізу - бұл құжаттың анықтығы мен оқылуына үлкен әсер ететін 

тартымды тақырып. Бұл әдісті қолдану арқылы түсінуді жақсартуға болады және бұл үшін 

тиімді тактика - мәтін бойынша параллель элементтерді біріктіру.  

Сөйлемді құрылымдық және параллельді форматта ұсыну үшін авторлар идеялардың 

дамуын көрсететін үш кезеңді анықтайды. Біз сөйлем құрылымдарының орналасуын әртүрлі 

элементтермен, соның ішінде мақсатты аудиторияның коммуникациялық талаптары және 
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ұсынылған параллель құрылымдарда маңызды болып табылатын тілдік элементтер сияқты 

экстралингвистикалық факторлармен қалыптастырылатын параллельді құрылымдарды 

пайдалана отырып мұқият жасаймыз. Бұл қосарлы әсер сөйлемнің бірізді болып қалуын 

қамтамасыз етеді және ұсынылған материалды тереңірек түсінуге ықпал ете отырып, 

оқырмандарды тиімді тартады. 

Түйін сөздер: экстралингвистикалық факторлар, қазіргі ағылшын тілі, параллельді 

конструкциялар, жәй сөйлем, бағыныңқы, синтаксистік үлгілер, сөздік белгілер 
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СТРУКТУРНОЕ РАСШИРЕНИЕ ПРОСТОГО ПРЕДЛОЖЕНИЯ С ПОМОЩЬЮ 

ПАРАЛЛЕЛЬНЫХ КОНСТРУКЦИЙ В СОВРЕМЕННОМ АНГЛИЙСКОМ ЯЗЫКЕ 

 

Аннотация 

В данной статье рассматривается вопрос использования параллельных конструкций для 

расширения структуры простого предложения в современном английском языке. 

Эффективная передача основной структуры предложения – важная задача, существенно 

влияющая на ясность и читабельность документа. Применение этого метода позволяет 

улучшить понимание, и эффективной тактикой для этого является интеграция параллельных 

элементов по всему тексту. 

Для представления предложения в структурированном и параллельном формате авторы 

выделяют три этапа, описывающих развитие идей. Мы тщательно проработаем структуру 

предложения, используя параллельные конструкции, которые будут сформированы 

различными элементами, включая экстралингвистические факторы, такие как 

коммуникационные потребности целевой аудитории, и лингвистические элементы, значимые 

в предлагаемых параллельных структурах. Это двойное влияние гарантирует, что 

предложение остается связным и эффективно вовлекает читателей, способствуя более 

глубокому пониманию представленного материала. 

Ключевые слова: экстралингвистические факторы, современный английский язык, 

параллельная конструкция, простое предложение, подчинение, синтаксические модели, 

вербальные знаки 

 

Introduction. A sentence constitutes a basic unit of language, composed of various 

interconnected elements. It establishes the structure through which language functions and 

communicates meaning. Sentences may be simple or complex in structure, with the former often 

exhibiting intricate syntactic patterns. In simple sentences, we can observe specific constructions 

that adhere to their own set of syntactic rules, such as parallelism. 

The complexity of reality invites diverse perspectives, which may be reflected in the linguistic 

expressions that depict different aspects. Verbal signs that represent these aspects often share 

similar syntactic features, forming a compositional pattern known as parallelism in language. 

It has been well established that all human languages are based on a particular logical 

framework. To understand the relationship between a linguistic system and its underlying logical 

structure, it is essential to identify and analyse the so-called "deep structures" of language. 
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The issue of "deep structures", which form the core of a sentence, is one of the most significant 

aspects of syntax in contemporary linguistics. A deep structure aims to represent elementary 

semantic situations. Therefore, there is a correspondence between the sentence's structure and the 

situation it represents. In other words, deep structures reflect the structure of events and directly 

refer to the naming of events, as opposed to superficial or indirect references. 

Equally significant is the study of the transformation process from deep structure to surface 

structure. Sentences generated from deep structures, which are predetermined by the linguistic 

system, form real language sequences through various syntactic processes. These deep structures 

not only develop such sequences but also account for all their features. 

Each language has its own method of converting a deep sentence structure into a surface 

sentence. This process is accomplished through a variety of modifications and transformations to 

the underlying sentence structure. The distribution of these modifications relies not only on the 

communicative and informational but also on the structural demands of the language. Consequently, 

to comprehend the meaning of an English sentence, one must identify deep structures and how they 

are organized. This matter holds significant importance in understanding the development and 

evolution of sentence structure in a language. 

Literature review. According to the definition provided by G.G. Pocheptsov, syntactic 

processes refer to a phenomenon of syntactic derivation that allows for the creation of derived units 

based on original structures. G.G. Pocheptsov [1] identifies several types of syntactic processes, 

including: 

- Expansion: This process involves the formation of new units through the addition of 

compositional or explanatory elements to existing structures. 

- Complication: This transformation converts simple structures into more complex ones, 

involving various original and derived syntactic elements.  

- Deployment: This occurs through the combination of traditional objective, attributive, and 

adverbial elements. 

- Attachment: This involves modifying original structures using particles and other syntactic 

techniques. 

L.L. Iofik [2], Saurbayev et al [3], and N.Gupta [4] emphasize the importance of not only 

identifying the initial components in English sentence structures but also analyzing how these 

components are distributed and transformed. The authors highlight various strategies for deploying 

and transforming sentence structures, including isolation, duplication, clarification, substitution, and 

representation. These syntactic processes are closely connected to the use of subordination in 

sentence structure, and further investigation is required to understand the interaction between these 

phenomena and the methods of expression in syntax. Additionally, it is significant to clarify the 

dynamic nature of how the nucleus of a sentence is arranged [5]. 

In light of the above-mentioned authors' recognition of the need to investigate the various 

syntactic processes involved in modifying the basic structure of a sentence, our research will be 

limited to examining one method of transforming a deep structure into a surface structure: its 

implementation through the use of certain parallel constructions [6;7;8].  

As mentioned earlier, similar non-linguistic phenomena often have identical syntactic structures 

in language [9;10]. However, the structure of a sentence is determined not only by extralinguistic 

factors but also by the needs of deep linguistic constructs, which not only generate actual language 

chains but also explain them. The structure of any common sentence is linked to the valence of a 

verb. It is through a verb that several elements are added to a sentence, playing an essential role in 

its structure and determining its pattern. 

Methods and materials 

Research design  

The study aims to investigate the use of parallel constructions to expand the structure of simple 

sentences in modern English. 
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Method 

We employ a transformational approach to language processing, which is a technique for 

representing the grammatical structure of sentences by creating more complex sentences from 

simpler ones through the application of a set of predetermined rules. This method, known as 

transformational grammar, enables us to generate grammatically correct sentences in contemporary 

English, including intricate constructions such as parallelisms. 

Materials  

The study is grounded in exemplars from contemporary English literature. 

Results and discussion. As you are aware, the syntactic structure of a verb within a sentence 

differs from that of other grammatical elements. A verb may include certain components of the 

sentence that are structurally essential for the completeness and coherence of the sentence. The 

presence of a verb may simply enhance other parts of the sentence. The semantic characteristics of 

the verb determine the necessity for a verbal context, thus making the sentence both structurally and 

semantically complete. 

This accounts for the localization of critical sentence components primarily within the verbal 

predicate sphere. The predicate-verb sphere constitutes the most significant part of a sentence, as 

both the verb and its surroundings contribute to the linguistic expression of existence and the 

dynamic nature of substance. In the absence of these elements, substance would cease to exist, as it 

manifests itself through diverse forms. 

The structure of a simple sentence can be made more complex through the application of parallel 

constructions to extend the main verb. This involves repeating a grammatical pattern within the 

sentence, such as the object or adverbial modifier. For instance, the sentence: "The deceased was 

the topic of conversation throughout the town and the source of envy for all the young." Here, the 

verb "were" is expanded by two parallel clauses: the topic of conversation and "the source of envy," 

which are derived from separate sentences. 

“The departed were the talk of the whole town. The departed were the envy of all the boys”. 

In this instance, the subject and verb from the second clause have been omitted, and the 

predicative structure has been repeated, with constituents that have the same grammatical form but 

different semantic content, which is dictated by the objective of providing information about the 

same extralinguistic phenomenon from various perspectives. 

Instances of parallel structures in the role of a complement, concluding a verbal action, 

comprise: 

“She could not resist the glow of his temperament, the light of his eye”. (Th. Dreiser). “They 

would leave no stone unturned, no sacrifice unattempted, no treachery untried, to discover the 

place in which their victim was concealed”. (W. Collins). 

The verb "resist" in the first sentence realizes its valency through a series of parallel noun 

phrases and prepositional phrases, which are indicative of the noun's syntactic compatibility. 

Т + N + of + proun. + N 

Т + N + of + proun. + N 

In the second sentence, a similar phenomenon can be observed. This sentence is a result of a 

process of transformation, which combines three simple sentences into one. 

They would leave no stone unturned. 

They would leave no sacrifice unattempted. 

They would leave no treachery untried. 

After eliminating the subject and predicate, a peculiar construction is created with several 

parallel additions having the same morphological expression and identical structure.: 

no + N + A 

no + N + A 

In the first instance, the parallel construction consists of two components, whereas in the second 

instance, it comprises three elements, which are contingent upon the communicative objectives. 
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These are some instances of parallel structures that elaborate on a basic sentence and substitute 

for the placement of adverbial phrases: 

“Tom gave up the brush, with reluctance in his face, but alacrity in his heart”. (M. Twain). 

“The alarm swept from lip to lip, from group to grоup, from street to street”. (M. Twain). 

The presentation of a series of parallel additions and circumstances that are constant companions 

to the verb depends on the syntactic behaviour of the verb within the syntagmatic sequence and on 

the various communicative roles played by these elements within the sentence. 

Based on the placement of the formation of these parallel sequences within the sentence 

structure, three stages can be identified in the distribution of these sequences. The first stage 

involves the introduction of several similar subjects, which is accounted for by their shared 

categorical valency. Isosynthesis of structures establishes syntactic symmetry. 

To demonstrate this, let us consider some examples: 

wonderful power of memory, the accurate observation of character, the easy grace of style, the 

charming outbursts of womanly feeling, have inexpressibly increased my admiration of this 

creature, of this magnificent Marian. (W. Collins). 

Sentence structure is established through the recurrent use of a, the subject, a grammatical 

framework. The category of nouns such as "power," "grace," "outsts," and "observation" determines 

the application of adjectives like "wonder," "accurate," "warming," and others, alongside 

prepositional phrases that express characteristics, styles, emotions, and memories relevant to the 

context. A pattern of interconnected, subordinated components arises, and the syntactic properties 

of the words dictate the arrangement of each phrase. 

Furthermore, a second stage in the distribution of sentences involves introducing a series of 

verbs.  

The second stage of the sentence structure involves the introduction of several verbs. For 

example: "She walked to the store." 

“He would not run with the hare and hunt with the hounds”. (G. Galws.). “It is not merely that I 

paint from him, draw from him, sketch from him”. (O. Wilde). 

In this example, the verbs "run", "hunt", "paint", "draw" and "sketch" are used similarly. 

Additionally, the final group of verbs form a series of synonyms. These verbs utilize their optional 

valences in the same type of subordinate terms, creating an isosynthetic structure: "painting from 

him", "drawing from him", and "sketches from him". 

Thus, the categorical and syntactico-functional generalities of elements in parallel structures play 

a significant role in the development of sentence structures. 

The third stage of the distribution process involves the incorporation of additional components, 

such as contextual elements, definitions, and supplementary materials, which function in parallel 

with the main clause. At the same time, the primary constituents of the clause maintain their typical 

grammatical and semantic dependencies. However, a novel subordinate relationship emerges that 

combines both subordinate and compound relationships. This new subordinate link brings together 

parallel constructions and subordinate components into closely integrated structural and semantic 

entities. For instance: 

“Nowadays people know the price of everything, and the value of nothing”. (O. Wilde). In this 

sentence, the verb "to know" requires its semantic and structural realization through a series of 

parallel adverbial phrases, with dependent words - the price of all things and the worth of nothing. 

These adverbial phrases have the same syntactic structure, which the following word classes can 

represent: 

Т + N + of + рron. 

Т + N + of + рron. 

The parallelism of the structures can be explained by the categorical valence of the words that 

form this construction. The categorical valence of a noun is determined by the article preceding it 

and the prepositional phrase following it. Each addition has a semantic and grammatical 
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relationship to the verb that introduces it into the sentence, and, due to the valence characteristics of 

these additions, a more abstract, subordinate relationship emerges in the sentence. 

This relationship is a combination of coordination and subordination, in which a series of 

additions are coordinated (formally subordinate) and subordinate to the same verb. A subordinate 

relationship unites parallel structures and organizes them into a unified semantic and structural unit 

- the sentence. 

The context, location and manner of an action are significant factors in the construction of 

sentences that use parallel structures. Such sentences may be based on a comparison between at 

least two different contexts, locations or other elements. 

For example: “I mourn his loss-inwardly in my soul, outwardly on my head”. (W. Collins). 

“They were wide apart in the woods, both very pale, both fast asleep”. (M. Twain). 

Other examples of parallel constructions that expand on the basic structure of a sentence include: 

“April came – the month of spring, the month of change”. (W. Collins). 

“I confess he frightened me – the mean impostor! the cowardly blackguard”. (W. Collina).  

Some parallel structures are presented in this paper. The analysis of the material reveals that the 

creation of syntactical parallelism in the distribution of a sentence's grammatical structure is 

explained not only by extra-linguistic factors, such as the reflection of the same phenomenon of 

extra-textual reality from different perspectives or diverse extra-textual realities that manifest 

themselves in the same grammatical design within a linguistic structure. It is also due to the 

inherent need for the construction itself, in particular, the categorical valency of its constituents. 

Conclusion. The challenge of effectively representing the nuclear structure within a sentence is 

an intriguing subject that greatly influences the document's clarity and accessibility. Employing an 

approach can be understanding, and one efficient strategy for accomplishing this is the integration 

of parallel components throughout the text. 

To present the sentence in an articulated and parallel format, we will identify three distinct stages 

that outline the progression of ideas. The arrangement of sentence structures will be carefully 

crafted using these parallel constructs, which various elements will shape. This encompasses 

extralinguistic factors, such as the distinct communication requirements of the target audience, 

alongside linguistic elements on the categorical significance components within the suggested 

parallel structures. Dual influence guarantees that the sentence remains coherent while being 

precisely crafted to engage its readers effectively, thereby fostering a deeper comprehension of the 

presented material. 
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ҚАЗАҚ ТІЛІНІҢ ДАМУЫ КОНТЕКСІНДЕГІ ҮШТІЛДІЛІК: 

ЛИНГВИСТИКАЛЫҚ ЕРЕКШЕЛІКТЕРІ МЕН ТРАНСФОРМАЦИЯСЫ 

 

Аңдатпа 

Мақалада үштілділік тұжырымдамасын іске асыруға бағытталған Қазақстан 

Республикасының Қазіргі тіл саясаты контекстінде қазақ тілінің дамуы қарастырылады. 

Қазақ тілінің функционалдық мүмкіндіктерін кеңейтуге ықпал ететін және сонымен бірге 

оның жүйесіндегі трансформациялық процестерді тудыратын социолингвистикалық 

құбылыс ретінде үштілділік құбылысы талданады. Тілдің лингвистикалық құрылымындағы 

өзгерістерге, терминологиялық базаны қалыптастыруға және жаңартуға, тілдік нормаларды 

тұрақтандыруға, сондай-ақ көптілді орта жағдайында жастардың тілдік санасының 

қалыптасуына ерекше назар аударылады. Мақалада жаһандану жағдайында қазақ тілінің 

бәсекеге қабілеттілігін арттыру факторы ретіндегі үштілділіктің рөлі ғылыми негізделеді. 

Тәуелсіздіктің алғашқы жылдарынан бастап жүргізіліп келе жатқан мемлекеттік тілдің 

мәртебесін нығайтуға, ұлтаралық қарым-қатынас құралы ретінде орыс тілінің функцияларын 

сақтауға және халықаралық коммуникация тілі ретінде ағылшын тілін дамытуға бағытталған 

тіл саясаты Қазақстанның әлемдік білім беру және ғылыми кеңістікке интеграциялануына 

ықпал ететіні атап өтілді. 

Түйін сөздер: қазақ тілі, үштілділік, жаһандану, тілдік трансформация, лингвистикалық 

ерекшеліктер, тілдік сана, терминология 
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