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BERDIBEK SOKPAKBAYEV'S CREATIVITY IN THE FIELD OF  
CHILDREN'S LITERATURE (1924-1991) 

 
Abstract 

The article, dedicated to the work of Berdibek Sokpakbayev, examines the key aspects of the works 
of the famous Kazakh writer, who has become a classic of children's literature in Kazakhstan. The 
article focuses on a realistic and sincere depiction of childhood, a reflection of Kazakh life and national 
traditions. Central to the discussion is his best-known story, “My Name is Kozha” which explores 
themes of friendship, responsibility, and self-discovery through the protagonist’s stories. More serious 
issues are also touched upon, such as raising youth, relationships between generations and the search for 
the meaning of life. Sokpakbayev’s works are still relevant among readers to this day, significant for 
modern Kazakh literature and have a huge influence on the formation of moral values of the younger 
generation. 

Keywords: children's literature, Kazakh life, national traditions, story, children's writer 
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БЕРДІБЕК СОКПАҚБАЕВТЫҢ БАЛАЛАР ӘДЕБИЕТІ  
САЛАСЫНДАҒЫ ШЫҒАРМАСЫ (1924-1991) 

 
Аңдатпа 

Бердібек Соқпақбаев шығармашылығына арналған мақалада Қазақстан балалар әдебиетінің 
классигі атанған қазақтың белгілі жазушысы шығармашылығының түйінді тұстары қарас-
тырылған. Мақалада балалық шақтың шынайы әрі шынайы суреттелуі, қазақ өмірі мен ұлттық 
салт-дәстүрінің көрінісі басты назарда. Пікірталастың өзегі - кейіпкердің әңгімелері арқылы 
достық, жауапкершілік және өзін-өзі тану тақырыптарын ашатын оның әйгілі «Менің атым 
Қожа» әңгімесі. Жастарды тәрбиелеу, ұрпақтар арасындағы қарым-қатынас пен өмірдің мәнін 
іздеу сияқты күрделі мәселелер де қозғалады. Соқпақбаевтың шығармалары бүгінгі күнге дейін 
оқырмандар арасында өзекті, қазіргі қазақ әдебиеті үшін маңызы зор және жас ұрпақтың 
адамгершілік құндылықтарын қалыптастыруға зор ықпалын тигізеді. 

Түйін сөздер: балалар әдебиеті, қазақ өмірі, ұлттық салт-дәстүр, әңгіме, балалар жазушысы 
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Аннотация 

Статья, посвящённая творчеству Бердибека Сокпакбаева, рассматривает ключевые аспекты 
произведений известного казахского писателя, ставшего классиком детской литературы 
Казахстана. В статье акцентируется внимание на реалистичном и искреннем изображении 
детства, отражении казахского быта и национальных традиций. Центральное место в 
обсуждении занимает его наиболее известная повесть «Меня зовут Кожа», в которой через 
истории главного героя поднимаются темы дружбы, семьи, ответственности и самопознания. 
Также затрагиваются более серьёзные вопросы, такие как воспитание молодёжи, взаимо-
отношения между поколениями и поиск смысла жизни. Произведения Сокпакбаева и по сей 
день актуальны среди читателей, значимы для современной казахской литературы и имеют 
огромное влияние на формирование нравственных ценностей молодого поколения.  
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Introduction. This year Kazakhstan widely celebrates the 100th anniversary of the birth of Berdibek 

Sokpakbayev, a classic of Kazakh and children's literature. This anniversary event was an important 
stage in the cultural development and the development of children's literature in Kazakhstan. In the 
village of Narynkol, Almaty region, where B. Sokpakbayev spent his childhood, and a monument in his 
honour was unveiled. The President of the Republic of Kazakhstan K.K. Tokaev noted the significance 
of the writer's contribution, emphasising the uniqueness of Berdibek Sokpakbayev's literary heritage. He 
said: “It is our sacred duty to honour the name of the outstanding writer and promote his work. The 
inclusion of Sokpakbayev's 100th anniversary in the UNESCO calendar of anniversaries and the 
erection of a monument in his small homeland serve as a testament to the high respect for the master of 
the word” [1]. 

B. Sokpakbayev is one of the first Kazakh writers who started writing for Kazakh children and 
teenagers. His works, in which he managed to show the inner world of a child, his joys and anxieties, 
were written in a language understandable and close to children. That is why the study of 
B.Sokpakbayev's works allows understanding and realising that many of his ideas were reflected in the 
children's literature of Kazakhstan of the XX century. B.Sokpakbayev's works are still relevant, 
continuing to inspire and teach children important life values and moral traditions.   

This article aims to study the creative heritage of B. Sokpakbayev towards children. Sokpakbayev's 
creative heritage is aimed at children, as well as to study his practical contribution to the development of 
children's fiction in Kazakhstan. It should be noted that in recent years, interest in the works of the 
classic of Kazakh children's literature B. Sokpakbayev and his literary heritage has significantly 
increased. Issues related to the contribution of B. Sokpakbayev in the formation of children's literature 
are at the centre of the attention of literary scholars and researchers: M. Alimbaev, A. Tarazi, S. 
Kirabayev, R. Nurgaliyev, O. Sarsenbai, B. Mukai and others [2], J. Satkenova [3]. 

Kazakh poet and playwright N. Orazalin highlighted the creative path of B. Sokpakbayev, noting that 
his works, characterised by uniqueness and unrepeatability, deeply “reflected the truth of the life of the 
Kazakh people” [4].    
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Methods and materials. In this article, we will try to pay special attention to the literary activity of 
B. Sokpakbayev. Such methods as biographical, historical-cultural, psychoanalytical and intertextual 
research methods were used in the work on the creativity of the writer B. Sokpakbayev: 

1) biographical method will allow us to get more closely acquainted with the difficult life of the 
writer, to analyse the author's influence on his work; 

2) historical and cultural method helped us to consider the creativity of the children's writer and 
reveal the influence of socio-political conditions on the content of his works; 

3) psychoanalytical method allowed us to explore the inner world of the characters and the hidden 
motives of the author; 

4) the method of intertextual analysis allowed us to consider how the author's works relate to other 
texts. B. Sokpakbayev's moral and aesthetic ideas were reflected in each of his works, where he 
masterfully created vivid images of both children and adults, and managed to show examples worthy of 
imitation. 

The results of this study can be applied in studying such disciplines as “Kazakh Literature”, and 
“Children's Literature”.    

Results and discussion. The figure of B. Sokpakbayev occupies an important place in the history of 
Kazakh literature, including children's literature of the XX century. The study of the literary heritage of 
the classics of Kazakh children's literature is necessary to restore the general picture of the development 
of Kazakh literature of that period and to reveal the significant role of the writer in the formation of 
Kazakh children's literature. 

The life and work of the Kazakh writer Berdibek Sokpakbayev fell during the period of radical 
transformations in the political, social and cultural life of the Kazakh people. In the history of 
Kazakhstan, these transformations related to: 

- the establishment of Soviet power in the Kazakh auls; 
- the formation of the Autonomous Kazakh Republic; 
- collectivisation, industrialisation, etc.; 
- famine in the 1930s; 
- repressions among writers, and educators of Kazakh intelligentsia.    
It was the time when Soviet and Kazakh literature was born and developed. In 1925, the Writers' 

Union of Kazakhstan was established, chaired by the famous writer, and poet Saken Seifullin. 
Scientists-historians note that literature in 1920-1930s was represented by “bright creators like Zh. 
Aimauytov, M. Zhumabayev, S. Toraigyrov, A. Baitursynov, Sh. Kudaibergenov, and later B. Mailin, I. 
Zhansugurov S. Seifullin, etc.” [5, 270]. It should be noted that a significant part of the Kazakh 
intelligentsia supported Soviet reforms such as internationalism, collectivism and equality because they 
"worked under strict ideological control of the party organs [5, 270]. 

To understand the work of B. Sokpakbayev it is necessary to get acquainted with the biography of 
the writer in more detail. Berdibek Sokpakbayev was born on 15 October 1924 in the Narynkol district 
of the Almaty region. Berdibek grew up in a large family, which lived poorly. He was only 8 years old 
when his mother died, so the boy from an early age began to learn the hardships of a difficult life for 
their family: rural labour, and hunger. Despite all the trials he faced, Berdibek Sokpakbayev tried to 
keep optimism, he could find a common language with his peers and grew up as an inquisitive child. 
After graduating from high school, he served in the Soviet Army and then graduated from the Abai 
Kazakh Pedagogical Institute. Then he worked as a teacher in his native village for two years, then 
worked in newspapers and magazines “Pioneer”, “Kazakhstan Pioneer”, “Baldyrgan”, “Zhuldyz”, 
“Kazak adebieti”.  

B. Sokpakbayev began his writing activity with the collection “Rodnik”, which was published in 
1950, the stories “Sixteen-Year Champion” (1957), “My Name is Kozha” (1957,1972), “Journey to 
Childhood” (1960), “Ayazhan” (1963), the novel “The Dead Do Not Return” (1967, 1974) and others. 
[6, 447]. The writer wrote many more novels and stories, which received great recognition among 
teenage readers, as well as readers of the older generation (“The Road of Happiness”, “In a Distant 
Aul”, “On the Way”, “A Tale of Myself”).   
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The basis of the writer’s works is childhood and youth - the time about which each of us has the 
warmest and brightest memories and dreams, and where we mentally often return. In writing style, he 
favoured autobiographical narrative and brought his life observations into his works. This is all that he 
saw in life, what he went through, what he felt at one time or another. Especially acutely he perceived 
and described in his works the period of the 30s: the hard life of toilers of aul, the psychology of people 
in the post-war years and their general mood.   

Berdibek Sokpakbayev’s books are full of kind, wise, mischievous and clever characters who 
instantly arouse sympathy making you experience their failures and rejoice in their successes. The 
author endowed his characters with traits characteristic of the readers, who recognised themselves in 
them with pleasure and surprise. Berdibek Sokpakbayev’s works are based on the impressions of 
childhood and youth, often difficult, but also bright, warm and bright. Researchers note: “The secret of 
success of books by children's writer - in sincerity, knowledge of the psychology of a young child, lack 
of edification and didacticism” [7, 237].  

B. Sokpakbayev wrote the story “Menin atym Kozha” (“My name is Kozha”) in 1957. The book 
gained great popularity, was translated into many languages and published in many countries.    

The story is about a boy named Kozha, who finds himself in various funny and instructive situations, 
facing the challenges of growing up: it describes the boy's daily life, studies, and friendships. The reader 
is attracted to the hero's events, and problems, which are constantly filled with various incidents of his 
everyday life. For the little boy Kozha, the hero of the story, family plays an important key role. After 
all, it is his mother and grandmother who are the dearest to him, as it is they who contributed to his 
formation as a person, they played a great role in his upbringing and education. Grandmother, bringing 
up her beloved grandson, did not hide her care for him, her warm attitude toward her grandson. The boy 
with great love speaks about them, his grandmother and mum: “Mum is respected for her good 
character and bright head by all in aul. Kozha calls his grandmother a hard-working person, who already 
from early morning “… is busy, milking two cows, taking milk to the separator, souring it, straining 
curd, churning butter, putting the house in order, drying kizyak, cooking, and washing. In short, she is 
the only one who keeps the whole house going” [8, 23].   

The book created a bright and favourite image of the hero in the person of Kozha, a boy from a 
distant, remote Kazakh aul, who became a symbol among teenage readers - a model of courage, 
resourcefulness, and kindness. His deeds and unwavering honesty inspire other children, showing how 
important it is to stay true to your principles, help your neighbours and not be afraid to dream. Kozha is 
a boy hero, who committed mistakes and misdemeanours but, despite that, he was endowed with such 
important qualities as responsiveness, loyalty in friendship, irreconcilability to injustice, ready to help 
others. Skin is not just a literary character, but a hero who can inspire people to better actions and 
attitudes towards others. “Does my mum think I don't have my own head on my shoulders? Both to her 
and to myself I must prove that I can continue my friendship with Sultan and remain an honest man.” [8, 
41]. The hero of the story is a boy with a big heart, who is always on the side of goodness and honesty.  

In his memoirs, B. Sokpakbayev wrote it was the story of “My Name is Kozha” that inspired him to 
write other works about the life and adventures of children. The book “Zhekpe-zhek” (“Duel”) tells about 
friendship and rivalry between two boys. The work raises questions of honour, courage and justice. 

The main characters of the author's works are schoolchildren and teenagers. “Zhekpe-zhek” - one of 
the stories designed to show the process of formation of character and civil maturity of these young 
people. Here it creates a pleasant image of Murat Batyrbayev, who at the age of sixteen became a world 
champion in boxing due to his energetic demands and diligence. B. Sokpakbayev managed to raise the 
personality of Murat and his teacher Nikolay Trofimovich, the director of Tokmolda school, to the level 
of artistic reality. Murat does not immediately achieve his goal. Thanks to inspiration and tireless 
training under the guidance of Nikolay Trofimovich, he reaches incredible heights and becomes a world 
champion. This success is not only Murat's achievement but also a symbol of how faith in a student and 
a teacher's dedication can change destinies and make dreams come true.  

Nikolay Trofimovich is a physical education teacher and a dedicated athlete who inspires young 
people to reach new heights, building their resilience and fortitude.  His example shows that true 
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dedication and love for one's work can become an engine of change and a source of inspiration for 
future generations.   

In the 60s Berdibek Sokpakbayev also wrote an autobiographical story called “Balalyk shakkak 
saiyakhat” (“Journey to Childhood”). The main characters are kind and mischievous inhabitants of 
simple auls and regions. In the story, the writer shares memories of his childhood, describing Kazakh 
traditions, culture and customs. This work allows young readers to better understand and appreciate 
their roots. The description of the nature and everyday life of the Kazakh aul also serves as an important 
element that helps to create an atmosphere and more deeply understand the inner world of the 
characters. “...Summer. Dzhailau. My mother is sitting in a yurt with other women and drinking tea. I 
am hanging around in the yard watching with interest, how local boys play assyk” [9, 3].  This passage 
describes the life of the aul in the summer period: warmth, and dzhailau as an important part of the 
traditional life of Kazakhs. Dzhailau is not just a place, it is a symbol of the nomadic way of Kazakh 
people, freedom and connection with nature. These two words create a concise yet full-of-meaning 
image that instantly immerses the reader in the context. Next, we can note a scene that reflects important 
aspects of Kazakh life. The yurt symbolises the traditional dwelling, the stability of nomadic life, and 
the scene with the women sitting together and drinking tea speaks of social structure and the importance 
of communication. Tea here acts as an element that unites people, symbolising hospitality and the 
traditions of family and community ties. The assyk game is also an important cultural element, a 
traditional folk game that reflects national identity and is passed on from generation to generation. Such 
phrases as “spinning” and “watching with interest” show the child's curiosity and fascination with the 
world around him. 

Any work of B. Sokpakbayev reflects not only the everyday life of the Kazakh people but also 
creates a bright, vivid image of aul life through childhood. The description combines everyday details 
(summer, dzhailau, yurt, tea) with the emotional experiences of a child who attentively observes what is 
happening around him. Through simple images and actions, the author conveys important elements of 
the traditions of the Kazakh people: the connection with nature, family and social traditions, and play as 
an element of education and transmission of experience. 

The author of the story also fascinatingly tells about the nomadic way of life: “For centuries, 
travelling in search of lush grass and clean air, Kazakhs can not sit for long in gloomy and damp mud-
brick bunkhouses. As soon as the gentle sun warms up and black earth appears from under the snow, 
they are already dreaming of going out into the open. A sedentary life is not for them, they consider it a 
cage that languishes their souls” [9, 73].   To better understand the culture of the Kazakh people and its 
spirit, it is enough to read the story “Journey to Childhood”. 

In the autobiographical novel “The Dead Do Not Return” (1967) B. Sokpakbayev tells about the life 
and character development of the main character, Erkin, who faces many trials and difficulties on his 
life path. The description of the general mobilisation for war creates an atmosphere of anxiety and 
tension in the aul: “We were travelling through a troubled land. In all the collective farms, that we 
passed through, they were talking about the war. Women were crying. There was a general 
mobilisation. In Tuyuk, too, it was troubled. As for us boys, we weren't afraid of war. ...War is heroism, 
heroic deeds, portraits in newspapers, and, eh,  if only we'd been taken to the army too! We'd all come 
back with orders!” [10, 26]. This is how every young boy from aul, full of hope, thought of the war as 
an opportunity to prove himself and protect his native land.  

Conclusion. Berdibek Sokpakbayev is a classic writer of children's books, who made a significant 
contribution to the development of Kazakh literature. He was characterised by such human qualities as 
honesty, sincerity, and simplicity: “Understanding how important it is to educate the younger generation 
through the example of a beloved hero, the writer must set them free from the memories of their 
childhood and turn them towards the life of a new hero.” [11, 191].  

The writer's works remain relevant to this day: his whole life was devoted to the education and 
enlightenment of the younger generation.   
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Berdibek Sokpakbayev's works deeply reveal the main themes of life, touching upon the issues of 
relationships between adults and children. His characters face difficulties and life challenges that make 
them seek answers to important questions about loyalty, honour, friendship and love. The writer with 
special skill describes not only external events but also his characters' inner world, their experiences and 
aspirations, which makes his stories touching and close to every reader. 

Thus, B. Sokpakbayev, having created a rich children's library, was able to fully depict the souls of 
his little heroes, the inner world of a child and an adult in his stories and novels. The heroes of B. 
Sokpakbayev's children's books are the image of childhood, the native home, and the warmth of the 
family hearth. 
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