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DISCUSSING THE ISSUES OF BUILDING A SYSTEM OF TRAINING LOCAL
CHINESE LANGUAGE TEACHERS IN KAZAKHSTAN

Abstract

Under the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative, this study focuses on the construction and
optimisation of the local Chinese language teacher education system in Kazakhstan. By examining
in detail, the structure and function of the current system of Chinese language teacher training in
Kazakhstan and the multiple challenges it faces, we use comparative pedagogical methods and refer
to successful models of teacher education at home and abroad, with the aim of proposing a set of
actionable strategic recommendations. These proposals aim not only to promote the professional
growth and stability of local Chinese language teachers, but also to enhance the quality and effi-
ciency of Chinese language teaching, thus promoting the popularisation and application of Chinese
language in Kazakhstan. Srengthening international co-operation in the field of language education,
especially exchanges with China, is crucial for enhancing understanding and deepening the human-
istic bond between the two peoples. Therefore, this study also aims to provide theoretical support
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and practical guidance for the construction of a shared linguistic and cultural platform connected
two countries and promoted of the regional practice of the concept "community of human destiny",
thus contributing to the pluralistic dialogue and harmonious coexistence among the countries along
the "Belt and Road".

Keywords: Kazakhstan, Chinese language, international education, native Chinese teachers,
teacher training system.
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KA3AKCTAHJAFBI JKEPTLJIIKTI KBITAN MYFAJIMIEPTH JASIPJIAY )KYWECTHIH
KYPBLIBICBIH TAJIKBLIAY

Anoamna

«Benney JKOHE JKOJI» acTaMacChIHBIH KEH meH6epiHI[e oy 3eprrey Kaszakcranjgarbl KbITal Timi
MyFalliMJIepiHiH )I(GpFIJIIKTl oM 6epy mynecm KypyFa JKoHE OHTaI/IJIaHIH)IpyFa OaFpITTaJIFaH.
Ka3aKCTaH11aH)1 KpiTait Timi myramimuaepidn JaspIay bl Ka31pr1 JKYHECIHIH KYPBLIbIMbI - MEH
KbI3METIH JKOHE OHBIH aJJbIHAA TYpPFaH KONTereH MIHJICTTEPAl erKeH-Ter kel KapacThipa
OTBIPHIN, 013 CATBICTHIPMAIIBI MEIarOTUKANBIK OICTEPAl KOJIJTaHAMBI3 KOHE 1C-OpeKeTKe KaOuIeTTi
CTPATETHUSIIBIK YChIHBICTAP YKUBIHTBIFBIH YChIHY MAaKCAThIH/IA €IIMI3/Ie )KOHE IICTEIe MYFaIiMIep i
OKBITYIBIH TaOBICTHI YATUIEPIHE KYTiHEMi3. ByJl YCBIHBICTAp KEPTiTIKTI KbITAH T MyFaTiMACPiHIH
KociOM ecyi MEH TYPaKThUIBIFBIHA BIKIAT €Till KaHa KOWMail, COHBIMEH KaTap KbITaill TUIIH OKBITY-
JIbIH camachkl MEH THIMAUIITIH apTThIpyFa, ocbuiaiima Ka3zakcranja KpiTail TIJIH KEHIHEH HacUXaT-
TayFa JKOHE CHTI3yre bIKMaj eTyre OarbiTTanraH. CoHmai-ak, TULMIK OiTiM Oepy camachlHIAFbl Xa-
JIBIKApaJIbIK BIHTBIMAKTACTHIKTHI, acipece KpiTaliMeH amMacyapl HBIFAWTY €Ki XaJlblK apachIHAaFbl
TYCIHICTIKTI KaJBINTACThIpy JKOHE TYMAHHUCTIK OalaHBICTBI TEPEHIETY YIIIH ©T€ MaHBbI3/IbI.
ConppIKTaH, OYJ1 3epTTey €Ki eI apachIHJIaFbl OPTAK JTMHTBUCTUKAIBIK JKOHE MOJICHHU IIaTGOpMaHbI
KYpyFa TCOPHUSUTBIK KOJIJIAy MEH MPAKTUKAIBIK OaCIIBUIBIKTBI KAMTaMachl3 €TyTe )KOHE aJlaM TaF/Ibl-
PBI  KayBIMAACTHIFBI TYKBIPBIMJIAMACBIHBIH aWMaKThl TPAKTHKACBIH UITepiIeTyre OarbITTaJFaH.
Ocsunaiima, «benaey *xoHe o OONBIHIAFbI e1/Iep apachlHaa TUTFOPAIMCTIK TUAJIOT TeH YIIeciM-
1l KaTap eMip Ccypyre bIKIal eTei.

Tyiiin ce3nep: Kazakcran, KbITail TUTIHAET] XalbIKapalblK OiTIM, KePTUTIKTI KbITall TiJi MyFa-
JiMAepl, MyFalliMJIep/il Aaspiay xKynecl.
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crane. [logpoGHO uccnenyst cTpykTypy U (YHKIHU CYHIECTBYIOIIEH CHCTEMbI MOATOTOBKU YUHTE-
Jei kutaiickoro s3pika B Kazaxcrane U MHOTOYMCIICHHBIE TPOOJIEMbI, ¢ KOTOPBIMH OHA CTaJKHBa-
€TCsl, MBI HCIIOJIB3YEM CPaBHUTEIIBHBIE NIEAArOTHYECKUE METOBI U CCHUIAEMCS Ha YCIEIIHbBIE MOJIe-
JIM TEeJarorn4eckoro o0pa3oBaHMs B CTpaHE U 3a PyOEKOM C LEJIbIO MPEJUIOKUTh Psil IPAKTHYE-
CKHX CTPaTErMYeCKUX PEKOMEHJAlMil. DTH NPEeJIOKECHNs HAIIPaBJICHBI HE TOJIBKO HA CONEHCTBHE
po(hEeCCUOHATTLHOMY POCTY M CTaOMIBHOCTH MECTHBIX NpErnojaBareield KUTalCKOro si3bIKa, HO U
Ha TIOBBIIICHHE KauecTBa U 3((HEKTUBHOCTH MPENOJaBaHU KUTAHCKOTO SI3bIKA, COCOOCTBYS TEM
CaMbIM IOIYJIIPU3aLMKA U IPUMEHEHUIO KUTANWCKOro s3bika B Kazaxcrane. B 1o e Bpems ykpen-
JICHHE MEXyHapOJHOI'0 COTPYIHHUYECTBA B 00JaCTH S3BIKOBOIO 00pa30BaHMs, OCOOEHHO OOMEHOB
¢ KutaeMm, nmeer pemaroniee 3HaueHUe JUIs yJIydlIeHUs] B3aUMOIIOHUMAaHUS U yIiyOJIeHUs TyMaHu-
CTHYECKHX CBSA3eH MEXIy JByMs Hapojamu. TakuMm oOpa3oM, JaHHOE HCCIEAO0BAHUE TAKXKE MPU-
3BaHO 00ECIEUNTh TEOPETHUECKYIO MOIJICPKKY U MPAKTHUECKOE PYKOBOJCTBO /IS CO3J[aHUs O0IIen
S3BIKOBOW M KYJBTYPHOM MIATGOPMBI MEXKIY IBYMsS CTpaHaMU W TMPOABIKEHUS PETHOHAIBHON
MPAKTUKH KOHIIETIIMU OOIIHOCTH YEJIOBEUYECKUX CyAeO, CIIOCOOCTBYSI TEM CaMbIM ILTIOPAJIUCTHYE-
CKOMY JMaJIOTy U TApMOHMYHOMY COCYLIECTBOBAHUIO MEXKIY CTPAHAMH, PACIIOJNIOKECHHBIMU BIOJIb
«OpmHoro nosica ¥ OJTHOM IOPOTHY.

KuroueBbie cioBa: Kazaxcran, Mex1yHapoJHOe 00pa3oBaHHe Ha KUTAHCKOM f3bIKE, MPernojaa-
BATEJIN-HOCUTEIIM KUTANUCKOT'O SA3BIKA, CUCTEMA MIOATOTOBKU yUUTEIIEH.

Introduction. The historical ties between China and Kazakhstan can be traced back to the glori-
ous era of the ancient Silk Road, spanning from the Western Han Dynasty to the Qing Dynasty. De-
spite historical records confirming interactions between the two countries, there is little evidence of
the spread of the Chinese language and its characters within Kazakhstan. Before Kazakhstan's inde-
pendence, due to geopolitical factors, the study of Chinese was almost non-existent in the country.
After the two countries rapidly established diplomatic relations following their independence in
1991, Chinese language education began to emerge, though initially on a limited scale, with only a
few schools offering related courses. The establishment of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
in 2001 marked a new chapter in the spread of Chinese. As economic and political relations be-
tween China and Kazakhstan deepened, the 2003 Joint Statement between the People's Republic of
China and the Republic of Kazakhstan emphasized the importance of cultural and educational ex-
changes, providing policy support for the spread of Chinese in Kazakhstan. In 2013, President Xi
Jinping's Belt and Road Initiative further accelerated this process, making the study of Chinese an
essential skill for Kazakhstani citizens to adapt to economic globalization and regional cooperation
trends.

The 2023 Joint Statement between the two countries reaffirmed their commitment to educational
cooperation, emphasizing the training of local Chinese language teachers in Kazakhstan and the ef-
fective operation of educational institutions such as Confucius Institutes. As China and Kazakhstan
celebrate the "Golden Thirty Years™" of their relationship, the demand for Chinese language educa-
tion and the accompanying challenges coexist. The shortage of local Chinese language teachers and
the immature training system have become pressing issues. Traditional teacher training models can
no longer meet current demands, requiring innovative localized strategies to enhance teachers' pro-
fessional abilities and teaching quality.

Therefore, this study, based on the "Construction of a Local Chinese Language Teacher Training
System in Kazakhstan," delves into the current situation, challenges, and future development trends
of the local Chinese language teacher training system in Kazakhstan. By comparing successful cas-
es domestically and internationally, we will propose forward-looking and practical reform sugges-
tions aimed at strengthening the local teaching workforce, improving the quality of Chinese lan-
guage education, and promoting the widespread dissemination of Chinese in Kazakhstan. This will
further enhance cultural exchange and educational cooperation between China and Kazakhstan,
contributing academic wisdom to the construction of a prosperous future for both countries and the
community with a shared future for mankind.

Methods. In analyzing the status of local Chinese language teachers in Kazakhstan, it is neces-
sary to place our research within the overall strategic framework of foreign language education in
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Kazakhstan, to gain deeper insights into the complexity and dynamics of the local Chinese language
teacher training system. This macroscopic perspec-tive helps reveal potential structural problems
and provides theoretical and practical bases for building long-term development strategies that
adapt to the demands of the times. Firstly, let us briefly outline the historical context and objectives
of Kazakhstan's foreign language education policy, which will shed light on the position of foreign
language education, especially Chinese language education, in its foreign language education
blueprint. Next, we will examine in detail the actual situation of local Chinese language teachers,
including their professional backgrounds, teaching abilities, career development paths, and so forth.
Based on this foundation, we will systematically summarize the key issues currently existing, such
as the shortage of teachers, limitations in professional training, uneven distribution of teaching re-
sources, and delve into the economic, social, and policy factors behind these issues. Such analysis
aims to provide strong empirical support for optimizing teacher training mechanisms, improving
teaching quality, and addressing the shortage of teaching staff, to promote the sustainable develop-
ment of Chinese language education in Kazakhstan and enhance its language competitiveness in the
process of globalization.

Evolution and Influence of Kazakhstan's Foreign Language Education Development Strategy

The history of foreign language education in Kazakhstan can be traced back to its period as a
Soviet Union republic. The 1989 "Language Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan™ laid the founda-
tion for bilingualism, emphasizing the status of the Kazakh language as the national language and
the role of Russian in interethnic communication. This law regarded language as the core of nation-
al culture, emphasizing its importance for cultural prosperity and the future of the nation. After in-
dependence, Kazakhstan continued to promote the spread of the Kazakh language while gradually
relaxing its foreign language, especially English language education policy [1]. The 1997 "Lan-
guage Law" and the 1999 "Government Program for the Functioning and Development of Lan-
guages™ provided a legal framework for foreign language education, ensuring the legitimacy and
systematic nature of multilingual education [2].

In the 21st century, Kazakhstan's foreign language education policy further developed, as seen in
the 2001 "National Program for Language Use and Development 2001-2010", which reflected the
emphasis on multilingual education [1]. Since 2012, with the introduction of the "Three Language"
policy [3], the status of English and Chinese has significantly increased, with Chinese education
benefiting from the active promotion of China's Belt and Road Initiative. Currently, Confucius In-
stitutes and university Chinese courses have become important carriers of Chinese language educa-
tion in Kazakhstan [4]. However, facing the challenges of the international school system, Kazakh-
stan's foreign language education policy still needs further improvement and refinement to adapt to
the trend of globalization.

In the context of the "Belt and Road", Kazakhstan should consider the domestic and foreign en-
vironments and innovate the mode of foreign language education, for example, by developing di-
versified teaching institutions, such as international schools, and guaranteeing the quality and
breadth of foreign language education with standardized management and high-quality teaching re-
sources. This will not only promote the comprehensive development of foreign language education,
but also strengthen international cooperation, enhance understanding and friendship among coun-
tries, and contribute to the internationalization process of Kazakhstan.

Current Situation and Progress of Chinese Language International Promotion in Kazakhstan

Chinese language education in Kazakhstan continues to grow under the Confucius Institutes and
cultural centers. Currently, China has five Confucius Institutes in Kazakhstan, including Al-Farabi
Kazakh National University, Eurasian National University, Karaganda State Technical University,
Aktobe Normal University, and Kazakh Ablai Khan University of International Relations and
World Languages. These institutions train more than 3,000 Chinese language learners annually
providing Chinese language education in Kazakhstan.

Al-Farabi Kazakh National University was the first higher education institution in Kazakhstan to
offer a Chinese language major, and since 1989, it has established cooperative relationships with
several top Chinese universities, for example, Lanzhou University, Beijing University of Economics
and Business, Xinjiang Institute of Physics and Chemistry Technology of the Chinese Academy of

114




BECTHUK KazHIIY um. Abas, cepus « Dunonozuueckue naykuy, Ne3 (89), 2024 2.

Sciences, Beijing Institute of Technology, Xi'an Institute of Technology, Beijing Foreign Studies
University, East China University in Shanghai and Tianjin University. In 2002, with the support of
“Center of Chinese Language Education”, the university and Lanzhou University jointly established
Kazakhstan's first Chinese Center, which was upgraded to a Confucius Institute in 2005, becoming
a leader in Chinese teaching in Almaty.

Eurasian National University in Astana, as the largest public comprehensive university in Ka-
zakhstan, has a wide international influence and has had exchanges with the presidents of 26 coun-
tries, and is known as the "Presidential University". Chinese language education has been signifi-
cantly enhanced here with the development of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization in 2007 and
the establishment of the Confucius Institute at the university by Xi‘an International Studies Univer-
sity.

The Confucius Institute at Aktobe State Pedagogical University, founded in 2007 in cooperation
with Xinjiang University of Finance and Economics, is the third and largest Confucius Institute in
Kazakhstan. The Confucius Institute at Karaganda State Technical University was cofounded by
Xinjiang Shihezi University in 2012, with an initial teaching team of Peking University master's
degree graduates in international Chinese education dispatched to support teaching.

The Confucius Institute at Aktobe State Pedagogical University, founded in 2007 in cooperation
with Xinjiang University of Finance and Economics, is the third and largest Confucius Institute in
Kazakhstan. The Confucius Institute in Karaganda State Technical University was co-founded by
Xinjiang Shihezi University in 2012, with an initial teaching team of Peking University master's
degree graduates in international Chinese education dispatched to support teaching.

Established in 2017, the Confucius Institute at the Abraham Lincoln University of International
Relations and World Languages is the fifth Confucius Institute in Kazakhstan and the second one in
Almaty. At present, the Confucius Institutes in Kazakhstan have widely adopted such teaching ma-
terials as New Practical Chinese Textbook, HSK Standard Tutorial and Happy Chinese, and at the
same time, they utilize the "Chinese Language Alliance”, "Confucius Institutes Online"”, "Chinese
Language Bridge" and "Chinese University MOOC". At the same time, online resources such as
"Chinese Union", "Confucius Institute Online", "Chinese Bridge" and "MOOQOC for Chinese Univer-
sities" have been utilized to enrich the means of Chinese language teaching and learning [5].

To sum up, Chinese language education in Kazakhstan is developing rapidly under the frame-
work of the "Belt and Road" Initiative but facing the challenge of how to continue to innovate and
improve the quality of teaching.

Current situation and characteristics of local Chinese language teachers in Kazakhstan

As of the 2017-2018 academic year, Kazakhstan's higher education system includes 127 institu-
tions, covering nine state universities, 38 state universities, 75 private universities, and five private-
ly owned universities with foreign capital, where more than 20 Chinese language degree programs
have been established. Among these educational institutions, there are state universities, public uni-
versities, transnational partner universities, private universities, as well as Confucius Institutes and
private language training institutions together form the backbone of Chinese language teaching in
Kazakhstan [6].

According to relevant research reports, native Chinese language teachers (including immigrant
communities) account for 84% of the total number of Chinese language teachers in Kazakhstan, and
their contribution to native Chinese language teaching cannot be ignored. Chinese language teach-
ers in Kazakhstan mainly come from three channels: teachers graduated from native universities,
Kazakh immigrants from Xinjiang, China, and teachers dispatched by Chinese partner universities
[7]. For example, four of the seven Chinese language teachers at the National Pedagogical Universi-
ty of Kazakhstan are immigrants from Xinjiang, while more than half of the 20 teachers at the Uni-
versity of International Relations and World Languages of Kazakhstan are from Xinjiang; there are
25 Chinese language teachers at the National State University of Kazakhstan, and the team of Chi-
nese language teachers at the Karaganda National University of Technology consists of six Chinese
and two Kazakhstani teachers, with a balanced ratio of male and female [8]. There is a balanced ra-
tio of male and female teachers, and their ages are mainly between 20 and 30 years old, with a few
teachers over 36 years old [9].
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In Almaty, language training centers of different sizes also have different teacher configurations.
the Chinese.kz training center has 10 rigorously screened Chinese language teachers; the Bibistudy
training center currently has four teachers, two of whom specialize in Chinese language teaching
and the Alemnur training center has amassed a total of 20 teachers, including four Chinese language
teachers, in its seven years of development, Spasibeaucoup Multilingual Training Center has 48
teachers, 4 of whom have studied in China [10-11].

In terms of the teachers' higher educational system, China-Kazakhstan cooperation enables to in-
crease the number of teachers with master's degrees. There is the highest index of teachers graduat-
ed from colleges in Chinese language and literature and Chinese international education. The pro-
fessional knowledge and educational background of teachers both from Kazakhstan and China pro-
vide stable quality of Chinese language teaching in Kazakhstan.

Challenges and Directions for Improvement

Although some local Chinese language teachers have received pedagogical education and sys-
tematic training in educational psychology and teaching methods, given the urgent demand for ex-
cellent Chinese language teachers in Kazakhstan, many schools tend to select teaching staff with
good Chinese language proficiency, with relatively lax requirements for pedagogical background
and teacher qualifications. Despite the government's efforts to increase teacher salaries and offer
scholarships for pedagogical majors (such as the 54,000 scholarship slots allocated by the Kazakh-
stani Ministry of Education to pedagogical institutions in 2018-2019, with pedagogical scholarships
ranking second in number), the low social status and relatively low remuneration have led to a
shortage of teaching staff, with some teachers working part-time in multiple schools, affecting the
quality of education. Therefore, it is crucial to establish a nationally unified and professional local
Chinese language teacher training system.

When training local Chinese language teachers, it is necessary to consider both commonalities
and local characteristics, considering factors such as cultural differences in Kazakhstan and individ-
ual differences among teachers. In a way that combines theory with practice, training objectives
should be clearly defined, and personalized training programs should be developed. Emphasizing
teachers' understanding of the Confucius Institute's philosophy can enhance their adaptability and
development potential, thereby strengthening the long-term development of local teachers.

Currently, volunteers from Confucius Institutes are the main force in Chinese language teaching,
but the shortage of local teachers limits the improvement of teaching quality. Simply relying on ex-
ternal inputs cannot fundamentally solve the problem, local teacher training is the key [12]. As co-
operation between China and Kazakhstan deepens, efforts should focus on training high-level Chi-
nese language professionals and sinologists through various avenues such as the "Confucius New
Sinology Program” including "Sinoforeign joint training”, "local doctoral talent cultivation™ and the
"Understanding China Visiting Scholars Program™ cultivating local Chinese language experts and
sinologists in Kazakhstan to lay the foundation for the sustainable development of Chinese lan-
guage education.

These challenges indicate the need for reforms in Kazakhstan's Chinese language education in
terms of teacher training systems, localization strategies, and diversified training channels to meet
the increasing demand for Chinese language teaching. Relying solely on external inputs cannot fun-
damentally solve the problem, local teacher training is essential. As cooperation between China and
Kazakhstan deepens, the focus should be on training high-level Chinese language professionals and
sinologists through various avenues such as the "Confucius New Sinology Program™ including "Si-
no-foreign joint training"”, "local doctoral talent cultivation™ and the "Understanding China Visiting
Scholars Program™ cultivating local Chinese language experts and sinologists in Kazakhstan to lay
the foundation of Chinese language education.

Based on these challenges, Kazakhstan's Chinese language education needs reforms in the terms
of teacher training systems, localization strategies, and diversification of training channels to cover
the increasing demand for Chinese language teaching.

Analysis of Causes

Initiative The "Belt and Road" initiative aims to strengthen connectivity and build a diversified,
balanced and sustainable regional development framework among Asia, Europe, and Africa. As a
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key node of the "Silk Road Economic Belt," Kazakhstan's strategic position and its relationship
with China provide favorable conditions for the dissemination of the Chinese language. The rapid
development of the Chinese economy and the promotion of the "Belt and Road" initiative have en-
hanced China's interaction with countries along the route, promoting the demand for language ex-
change.

Teacher quality is crucial to Chinese language education, but teacher training in Kazakhstan
mainly relies on short-term training, especially training in China, with relatively few cooperative
training programs. The objectives and implementation of graduate education in Chinese internation-
al education still need to be optimized. Training content often focuses on textbooks, teaching meth-
ods, and exams, neglecting the differences and challenges in cross-cultural teaching. In addition,
language conflicts (e.g. the status of English and Russian) affect teaching effectiveness, and Chi-
nese teachers face issues of cultural adaptation and term limits.

Training for local teachers should emphasize the enhancement of Chinese language promotion
and cross-cultural communication abilities while also focusing on teachers' innovative thinking and
problem-solving abilities. Currently, Kazakhstan's investment and support for training local teach-
ers are insufficient, such as increasing the number of scholarship slots and extending the duration of
study abroad funding. Efforts should encourage local teachers to participate in higher-level academ-
ic programs such as the "Confucius New Sinology Program” through methods like Sino-foreign
joint training, doctoral programs, visiting scholar programs, leadership programs, international con-
ferences, and publication assistance, to cultivate high-level Chinese language talents and sinologists
and ensure the long-term development of Chinese language education.

In summary, when responding to the opportunities brought by the "Belt and Road" initiative,
Kazakhstan needs to adjust its language education policies, establish localized training models and
broaden teacher training channels to adapt to the changing international environment and educa-
tional demands.

Research result. The fundamental solution to the shortage of Chinese language teachers lies in
strengthening the training of local teachers. Currently, the main challenge facing local Chinese lan-
guage teachers in Kazakhstan is the lack of professional skills. Establishing a localized teacher
training system can ensure that teachers receive systematic development throughout the entire chain
of "professional learning - admission threshold - advanced training - quality assessment™. Addition-
ally, it can stimulate the development of independent teaching, research, management, and evalua-
tion mechanisms, promote the maturity of Chinese language education disciplines and contribute to
the writing of localized teaching materials to improve the practicality and richness of teaching re-
sources [13].

1. Establishing a Kazakhstan-based Chinese Teacher Training Framework

High-quality teachers are crucial to Chinese language teaching. The Kazakhstan Ministry of Ed-
ucation should standardize Chinese language teaching in universities and establish a unified teach-
ing syllabus to provide institutional guarantees for Chinese language teaching [14].

Firstly, a database of local Chinese language teachers should be established to identify and train
potential outstanding teachers. Teachers with development potential can be recommended to partic-
ipate in the master’s program in Chinese international education. At the same time, the effectiveness
of the training should be strengthened. In view of the practical and operational nature of second
language teaching, short-term but highly effective training should be designed to follow the princi-
ples of pluralism and practicality, to be problem-solving oriented, to adopt a task-oriented training
model, to be teacher-centered and to stimulate active participation of teachers through collaborative
learning.

Secondly, teacher recruitment standards should be upgraded, and teaching level requirements
should be set according to the needs of Chinese language at different learning stages. Such as young
children, primary school students and college students. In the past, due to the shortage of teachers,
the threshold of Chinese language teaching was low, which led to different levels of teachers [15].
This situation needs to be changed urgently.

In addition, it is crucial to build a research support system. Chinese language teaching in Ka-
zakhstan needs theoretical guidance, a lot of localized research, adapted educational policies, strate-
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gies and financial support. Encourage outstanding local teachers and students to participate in the
Confucius New Sinology Program and train high-level Chinese language talents and sinologists
through Chinese-foreign cooperation in doctoral training, doctoral research, visiting scholars’ pro-
grams, leadership programs, international conferences, and publication grants, to build up a reserve
of strength for the continuous promotion of the Chinese language in Kazakhstan [16].

2. Adapting to Teacher Education Reforms: Constructing a Localized Chinese Teacher Training
Framework

The learner population of Chinese in Kazakhstan exhibits significant diversity, spanning all age
groups from primary school to adult learners, as well as learners from different backgrounds and
professions. In some Kazakhstani primary and secondary schools, Chinese has been included as a
second or third foreign language option, providing young people with the opportunity to engage
with Chinese learning early on. Currently, several universities have established undergraduate and
graduate degree programs in Chinese.

Firstly, advocating for the establishment of Chinese interest courses at the primary and second-
ary education levels is recommended. These courses aim to stimulate students' initial interest in
learning Chinese. As extracurricular activities, these short Chinese courses provide a foundational
platform for interested students to engage with and learn Chinese. Given the current absence of
Chinese courses at the secondary school level, resulting in students lacking necessary foundational
Chinese skills and motivation for language learning in language courses, Confucius Institutes, and
universities, it is necessary to build a comprehensive Chinese education system starting from all age
groups.

Secondly, it is suggested to establish high schools (vocational education schools) dedicated to
Chinese in Kazakhstan. These schools target students who are interested in Chinese teaching or plan
to study in China. In addition to regular high school courses, specialized Chinese courses should be
added, teaching basic Chinese characters and spoken language in the first year, introducing Chinese
culture and reading courses in the second year and integrating some courses taught in Chinese in the
third year, including writing courses, to prepare students for studying abroad. After completing such
high school studies, students should reach HSK Level 5 proficiency, with the ability to read Chinese
media, appreciate Chinese films and deliver complete speeches in Chinese.

Thirdly, support for Chinese major students to specialize in Chinese teaching is crucial. After
graduating from high school, students can choose their future learning paths independently. For stu-
dents who choose to major in Chinese at domestic universities or apply to study in China, policy
support and scholarships should be provided. Study abroad students should participate in preparato-
ry courses in their first year. Considering that Kazakhstani students who pass the HSK Level 5 ex-
am may encounter difficulties in actual learning, preparatory courses should go beyond basic lan-
guage learning, including comprehensive training in all-Chinese instruction, understanding Chinese
culture, learning skills and life skills for studying abroad, to help students better adapt to university
studies.

Students who complete undergraduate Chinese education programs in China should be encour-
aged to further their studies by pursuing master's degrees. At the same time, cooperation with Chi-
nese institutions of higher education can be established to create undergraduate and master's degree
programs in Chinese language and literature. By con-tinuously studying Chinese at the undergradu-
ate and master's levels, extending the duration of study in China, students can not only improve
their Chinese proficiency but also deepen their understanding of China's national conditions and
culture, providing talents with a solid background knowledge for Sino-Kazakh cooperation projects.

Finally, establishing a sound certification examination system for local Chinese teachers is es-
sential. Kazakhstani students who have completed their undergraduate or graduate studies in China
can take the Chinese teacher qualification examination upon returning home. The difficulty of the
exam should be based on the level of students who have completed four years of undergraduate
study in China and passed the exam, for students who have completed undergraduate Chinese stud-
ies in Kazakhstan, the difficulty of the exam should be comparable to that of graduates who have
achieved excellent levels during their studies in Kazakhstan, students who have completed master's
studies can apply to become Chinese language subject teachers at universities.
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3. Constructing a Multi-level Framework to Expand Local Chinese Teacher Training Pathways

Given that students in Kazakhstan private and international schools can freely choose their first
foreign language according to their individual needs, this provides favorable conditions for the pop-
ularization of Chinese. Therefore, under the background of the "Belt and Road" initiative, the Min-
istry of Science and Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan should consider this characteristic of
the times and adjust language education policies in a timely manner to promote language diversity
and international exchanges. Kazakhstan should seize this strategic opportunity to actively promote
international cooperation in the field of education, especially in multilingual education, especially
Chinese education, to create a better environment for foreign language learning and study abroad
opportunities, encourage students to learn practice-oriented foreign languages, cultivate talents with
practical language skills, further promote the globalization of language education.

Discussion.To this end, the Ministry of Science and Education of Kazakhstan should promote
indepth cooperation between local universities and Confucius Institutes, regularly arrange for local
Chinese teachers to study in China or receive professional training at local Confucius Institutes to
enhance their teaching abilities. At the same time, improving teaching resources for Chinese teach-
ers, providing better material conditions and welfare benefits, stimulating teachers' enthusiasm and
initiative in teaching, promoting their teaching ability and theoretical literacy, guiding students to
effectively learn Chinese, enhancing students' interest in learning Chinese and exploring Chinese
culture, and further promoting the widespread dissemination of Chinese in the region [17]. The
"Joint Statement of the People's Republic of China and the Republic of Kazakhstan" in 2023 em-
phasizes the joint efforts of both sides in cooperation between educational and research institutions
to ensure the efficient operation of the Kazakhstani Center in China, the Kazakh language profes-
sional teaching and research office in Chinese universities, and Confucius Institutes in Kazakhstan.

Drawing lessons from the language education strategies of the European Union and China, Ka-
zakhstan should increase Chinese courses in national basic education, innovate Chinese teacher
training models (including cooperation with social organizations), expand fields of study for foreign
students, thereby accelerating and optimizing Kazakhstan's National language education policy in
response to the needs of cooperation between Kazakhstan and China under the "Belt and Road" ini-
tiative [18].

Conclusions. Thus, detailed analysis of the local Chinese teacher training system in Kazakhstan
emphasizes the strategic importance of strengthening Chinese education in Kazakhstan from the
macro perspective of the "Belt and Road" Initiative. The article proposes a series of strategic rec-
ommendations aimed at promoting the professional development of local Chinese teacher teams and
improving teaching quality. Looking ahead, we hope that Kazakhstan will deepen reforms in the
field of Chinese education, establish a sound local Chinese teacher training framework, strengthen
the construction and integration of teaching resources, enhance the social identity and popularity of
Chinese in the local area, and further consolidate and positively influence cooperation between Ka-
zakhstan and China deepening strong cultural and educational exchange for building a common fu-
ture between Kazakhstan and China.

In the tide of globalization, the optimization of Kazakhstan's local Chinese teacher training sys-
tem is not only crucial for improving the overall level of Chinese education in the region but also
has profound international implications for enhancing cross-cultural understanding and communica-
tion. By cultivating Chinese teachers with cross-cultural competence, Kazakhstan is expected to
play a more active role in promoting interaction and integration of global cultural diversity, making
substantive contributions to building a harmonious and symbiotic world cultural pattern.
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