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THE EFFECT OF VOCABULARY MASTERY ON ENGLISH SPEAKING SKILLS 

 

Abstract 

Nowadays, speaking Englishis one of the most crucial and occasionally required aspects of all 

fields. However, achieving mastery in fluency and accuracy poses a formidable challenge for language 

learners. To improve one‟s speaking skills, sufficient level of vocabulary should be mastered. This arti-

cle investigates the intricate relationship between vocabulary mastery and Englishspeaking skills, aim-

ing to provide a nuanced understanding of how lexical proficiency influences oral communication com-

petence. This study aims to provide a nuanced understanding of how lexical proficiency influences oral 

communication competence and delves into the pivotal intersection of vocabulary mastery and English-

speaking skills, leveraging the innovative Engage, Study, Activate (ESA) method as the instructional 

framework. Employing a mixed-methods research design, the study integrates quantitative assessments 

and qualitative analyses to explore the extent to which an individual's command of vocabulary correlates 

with their ability to articulate thoughts and ideas in spoken English. 

Keywords: Vocabulary Mastery, Speaking Skills, Fluency, Accuracy, ESA method. 
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АҒЫЛШЫН ТІЛІНДЕ СӚЙЛЕУ ДАҒДЫЛАРЫНА СӚЗДІК ҚОРДЫҢ ӘСЕРІ 

 

Аңдатпа 

Қазіргі уақытта ағылшын тілін білу барлық салалардағы ең маңызды және кейде қажет 

біліктіліктің бірі болып табылады. Дегенмен, тіл үйренушілер үшін ағылшын тілінде сӛйлегенде 

жылдам әрі грамматикалық қателіктерсіз сӛйлеу қиын. Сӛйлеу дағдыларын жақсарту үшін 

жеткілікті сӛздік қорды меңгеру керек. Бұл мақала сӛздік дағдысының ауызша коммуникация 

құзыреттілігіне қалай әсер ететінін егжей-тегжейлі түсіну үшін сӛздік дағдылары мен ағылшын 

тілінде сӛйлеу дағдылары арасындағы күрделі қатынастарды қарастырады. Бұл зерттеудің 

мақсаты сӛздік білімнің сӛйлеу құзыретіне қалай әсер ететіні туралы түсінік беру және оқыту 

негізі ретінде инновациялық Engage, Study, Activate (ESA) әдісін қолдана отырып, сӛздік білім 

мен ағылшын тілінде сӛйлеу дағдыларын зерттеу болып табылады. Түрлі зерттеу әдістерін 

қолдана отырып, бұл мақала адамның сӛздік білімінің ағылшын тілінде сӛйлеуде ойын жеткізу 

қабілетімен қаншалықты байланысты екенін тексеру үшін сандық және сапалық талдауды 

біріктіреді. 

Тҥйін сӛздер: Сӛздік қорын меңгеру, сӛйлеу дағдысы, еркін сӛйлеу, ұқыптылық, ESA әдісі.  
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ВЛИЯНИЕ СЛОВАРНОГО СЛОВА НА РАЗГОВОРНЫЕ НАВЫКИ 

АНГЛИЙСКОГО ЯЗЫКА 

 

Аннотация 

В настоящее время владение английским языком является одним из наиболее важных и ино-

гда необходимых аспектов во всех областях. Однако достижение мастерства в беглости и точно-

сти речи представляет собой сложную задачу для изучающих язык. Для улучшения разговорных 

навыков необходимо овладеть достаточным словарным запасом. В этой статье исследуются 

сложные взаимосвязи между владением словарным запасом и навыками разговорной речи на 

английском языке с целью дать детальное понимание того, как владение лексикой влияет на 

компетентность устного общения. Целью данного исследования является предоставление де-

тального понимания того, как владение лексикой влияет на компетентность устного общения, а 

также изучение ключевого пересечения владения словарным запасом и навыков разговорной 

речи на английском языке, используя в качестве основы обучения инновационный метод «Во-

влекайся, изучай, активируй» (ESA). Используя смешанный метод исследования, исследование 

объединяет количественные оценки и качественный анализ для изучения степени, в которой 

владение словарным запасом человека коррелирует с его способностью формулировать мысли и 

идеи на разговорном английском языке. 

Ключевые слова: Владение словарным запасом, разговорные навыки, беглость речи, точ-

ность, метод ESA. 

 

Introduction 

Being able to communicate in English increases the competitiveness of university graduates in the 

labor market and allows them to qualify for prestigious «top» positions in various organizations. Every 

individual naturally hopes to land a respectable, well-paying work where he may use his knowledge, 

skills, and abilities not only in his field of expertise but also in the field of knowledge and fluency in a 

foreign language (Nepojranov, A. S. K voprosu ob e`ffektivny`x sposobax izucheniya anglijskogo 

yazy`ka i vozmozhny`x slozhnostyax vospriyatiya inoyazy`chnoj rechi, 2015). It‟s impossible for a pro-

fessional worker to be completely skilled and competent in their field without having knowledge of 

English (Naubay, B.N., Kuzembekova, Zh.Zh. Multilingualism as one of the priorities of modern 

education. Materials of scientific and methodological articles, 2019). The language competence of stu-

dents in a foreign language is closely related to the level of their vocabulary mastery of the target lan-

guage, which is considered as the main component of language learning. Vocabulary mastery is the 

main point for students to have good speaking skills. In any case, people often say that learning a new 

language means learning its vocabulary, as it becomes one of the most important elements of languages. 

Also, Hiebert (2020) notes that knowing vocabulary, words and their meanings is very important in the 

development of language competence (Hiebert, E.H. The Core Vocabulary: The Foundation of 

Proficient Comprehension. The Reading Teacher, 2020). Therefore, students who want to improve their 

English language skills should pay more attention to vocabulary learning. Vocabulary acquisition is im-

portant part in foreign language learning since vocabulary is considered as the central in language teach-

ing and is of paramount importance to a language learner. Few studies show that teaching vocabulary 

can be considered problematic, as some teachers are not entirely sure about the best teaching practice 

and sometimes do not quite understand how to begin to form a teaching emphasis on learning vocabu-

lary (Berne & Blachowicz, 2008). 
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One of the urgent issues in the training of future specialists is communication skills in a foreign lan-

guage environment. Communication skills, that is speaking skill, is crucial productive one of four lan-

guage skills since the person should be fluent and accurate at the same time when using a foreign lan-

guage. The capacity of the learner to construct grammatically sound sentences is referred to as accuracy. 

The student should be able to speak and write clearly in addition to understanding the correct grammati-

cal rules of the language. A level of communicative proficiency is referred to as fluency. It is the capaci-

ty to construct phrases easily, effectively, and without pausing or breaking down communication.  

The authors believe and at the same time insist that, given the importance of vocabulary inlanguage 

learning, it must be provided and properly cultivated. 

Materials and Methods 

Basically, vocabulary covers all language skills, including the most important speaking skills. By 

acquiring a large vocabulary, students will be able to participate more easily in communication, exercis-

es will be easier to complete, and it will help them express their thoughts and more, encourages expres-

sion in English. Taking into account the problems of students who barely mastered vocabulary during 

written or spoken activity, who have struggles in determining the meaning of words, who show difficul-

ties in distinguishing speech forms, who do not know how to express ideas in writing and who tend to 

be passive participants in the lesson, it is effective to use the ESA method as an alternative method for 

solving these problems. is. In addition, this method was considered important in increasing students' in-

terest in learning and was first introduced by Jeremy Harmer in his book „How toTeach English‟ in 

1998. According to Harmer, the Engage, Study, Activatemethod is a method that should be implement-

ed in language teaching in order to make students learn and not get bored (Harmer, J. How To Teach 

English. An introduction to the practice of English language teaching, 1998). Using the ESA method 

gives the teacher the flexibility to conduct lessons systematically and effectively. Therefore, all teachers, 

especially young professionals, should implement the ESA method when teaching English to students. 

This method can help students focus because it requires them to concentrate and understand the materi-

als quickly (Astiantih, S., Reskiawan, B. Using “Engage, Study, Activate" (ESA) Method in Improving 

Students‟ Vocabulary, 2022). 

Teachers should always start the lesson with the first stage - Engage stage. During the period of in-

terest, the teacher prepares and motivates students to participate in the lesson. Tomlinson (2013) argues 

that ESA is a method of stimulating students' interest in a subject and helping them learn about it 

(Tomlinson, B. Applied Linguistics and Materials Development.  London, 2013). The Engage phase 

may include pictures, truth or false information, contrasts, news shows, whole-class discussions, mime 

and acting, prompting students to respond, and using questions to get students thinking and speaking in 

English. The purpose of the Engage stage is to attract the attention of the language learner and deter-

mine the meaning of the words or topics covered in the lesson. This stage is very important because it 

allows the teacher to involve all the students in the lesson. A warm-up period helps students feel com-

fortable and ready to learn. 

After the teacher engages the students, they move on to the Study phase. The reading period may 

consist of many activities, such as learning texts and dialogues, sentence examples, crossword puzzles, 

fill-in-the-blank exercises, word searches, word matching games, and memory exercises. The purpose of 

the Study period is for the teacher to teach students new words or topics and show them the correct way 

to use them. At this stage, any mistakes can be corrected and calmly discussed. At this point, the teacher 

helps the language learner understand each piece of information discussed. This way they can move 

forward by memorizing in the most efficient way. 

Finally, the teacher concludes with the Activate phase. The Activate phase can include tasks such as 

whole class, small group or even pair discussions, role plays, story building, posters or advertisements, 

modeling and debate. The Activate phase is when language learners actually apply what they have 

learned during the teaching phase. Engaging language learners helps the teacher to know how well they 

have understood the material discussed in class. It is very important to always put student engagement 

first and make sure the Activate phase is the last. 
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Learning this method will help teachers stay up to date on a regular basis. It also helps students 

learn more in a fun and productive way. The Engage phase engages students, the Study phase helps stu-

dents learn, and the Activate phase helps them put what they have learned into practice. 

Results and Discussions 

In order to evaluate effectiveness of ESA method in developing speaking skills, students were asked 

to respond to 9 questions. The main aim of this questionnaire was to get feedback about the activities of 

ESA method and to see students‟ satisfaction towards this method. Researchers conducted survey in two 

groups. There were 24 students in total. In a recent survey conducted to assess the effectiveness of the 

Engage, Study, Activate (ESA) method for enhancing English speaking skills, participants provided 

valuable insights into their experiences and perceptions of this language learning approach. Participants 

had 3 lessons of English per week for a total of 13-14 sessions. They were taught lessons with different 

activities of ESA method.  

To the first question “On a scale of 1 to 5, how confident do you feel in your English-speaking 

abilities after using the ESA method?” majority of respondents (54.55%) reported feeling very confident 

in their English-speaking abilities after using the ESA method, while 45.45% felt slightly confident. No-

tably, no participants reported being not confident at all. 

To the second question which was “Have you observed any noticeable improvements in your fluen-

cy, pronunciation, or overall speaking proficiency since implementing the ESA method?” an over-

whelming majority (91.67%) acknowledged that they had observed noticeable improvements since im-

plementing the ESA method. This is a strong indicator of the method's effectiveness in enhancing 

speaking skills. Additionally, anonymous responses provided answers supporting the method's effec-

tiveness in boosting confidence and improving speaking skills. 

Next question was “Do you find the Engage phase of the ESA method helpful in preparing you for 

the study and activation phases?” and all participants found it helpful which considerably indicates the 

effectiveness of this method. 

Then students were asked “What Engage activities or strategies have you found most engaging and 

effective in your English language learning journey?” and the most common answers were “watching 

cartoon or movie extracts, small talk about the weekend, trying to guess the topic of the lesson”. This 

diversity in engagement strategies reflects the versatility of the ESA method. 

Next question was “How effective do you think the Study phase of the ESA method is in expanding 

your English vocabulary and language knowledge?” and majority (83.33%) found the Study phase of 

the ESA method very effective, while a minority (16.67%) remained neutral. 

Responds for the sixth question “Are there any study techniques or resources within the ESA meth-

od that you believe have contributed significantly to your vocabulary mastery?” were also analyzed, as a 

result, we found out that participants highlighted various study techniques and resources, including gap 

fill and matching “word-definition” exercises as significant contributors to their vocabulary mastery. 

This suggests that a combination of methods within the ESA approach is beneficial. 

All participants found the Activation phase of the ESA method very helpful in applying what 

they've learned in real-life English-speaking situations, indicating a strong positive response to the sev-

enth question “How do you feel about the Activation phase of the ESA method in terms of helping you 

apply what you've learned in real-life English-speaking situations?” 

For the eighth question “Can you provide examples of situations where you've successfully applied 

the knowledge gained through the ESA Activation phase in your daily conversations or interactions?” 

participants provided examples of successfully applying ESA-learned knowledge in daily interactions, 

such as confident conversations with native speakers, providing directions, and assisting English-

speaking customers: 
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Anonymous 1: ―I constantly use an app called Tandem for language speaking interactions. So, I 

feel more confident speaking to native speakers, especially when it comes to talking about general 

topics as we were discussing in our English classes.‖ 

Anonymous 2: ―One foreigner came up to me and asked for directions to the toilet in Mega mall. 

I didn’t get panicked as I used to do but speak fluently using all new words from the lesson.‖ 

Anonymous 3: ―I work as a shop assistant in a clothes shop. One day an English-speaking tour-

ist visited our shop, and I was the only one who spoke English. Therefore, I could help her find her 

some pairs of jeans and shirts. Vocabulary we learned during lessons helped me a lot.‖ 

 

The last question “On a scale of 1 to 3, how satisfied are you with the ESA method as a whole for 

improving your English speaking skills?” was asked to evaluate learners‟ overall attitude towards this 

method the majority of respondents (91.67%) expressed satisfaction with the ESA method as a whole 

for improving their English speaking skills, while a small percentage (8.33%) remained neutral. 

In summary, the survey results overwhelmingly support the effectiveness of the ESA method in en-

hancing English speaking skills, boosting confidence, and facilitating real-life applications. The survey 

results provide compelling evidence that the Engage, Study, Activate (ESA) method is a highly effec-

tive approach for individuals seeking to enhance their English-speaking skills. Participants' feedback 

and experiences showcase the method's potential to transform language learning, bolster confidence, 

and facilitate real-world application of acquired knowledge. Participants expressed high levels of satis-

faction with the approach, highlighting its versatility and impact on various aspects of language learn-

ing. These findings underscore the value of the ESA method in language education. 

Conclusion 
In conclusion, the Engage, Study, Activate (ESA) method has proven itself as an effective, adapta-

ble, and satisfying approach to English language learning. It equips learners not only with the skills they 

need but also with the confidence to use them in real-life situations. As the survey results suggest, the 

ESA method has the potential to unlock fluent English speaking for learners of all levels and back-

grounds, making it a valuable asset in the pursuit of language proficiency. 
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THE USE OF MASS MEDIA MATERIALS IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING 
 

Abstract 

In the modern world, the training system is constantly under development, due to the daily appear-

ance of new, more effective teaching methods that allow achieving results many times faster. The meth-

odology of teaching a foreign language requires the use of authentic materials so that students can apply 

their knowledge in practice. Media materials allow students to immerse themselves in the natural envi-

ronment of using a foreign language, which means it allows them to communicate at a more natural lev-

el, discuss issues of global importance and conduct small talk with representatives of foreign culture and 

native speakers. The purpose of this research is to study the effectiveness of the use of media materials 

for the development of communication skills among students of more advanced levels of English lan-

guage proficiency (B2, C1). This article describes the results of a pedagogical experiment with students 

of the 2nd year of the Faculty of Philology in the direction "Foreign language: 2 foreign languages". The 

results of the conducted pedagogical research have valuable practical significance, because they can be 

used in further scientific works on a given topic. As a result of the preparation of this article, it was 

found that the use of media materials has a positive effect on the development of students' communica-

tion skills, because their fluency of speech, and the ability to maintain a conversation on a given topic 

increases, fewer grammatical and lexical errors in English speech are made. 

Keywords: Mass media, methods of teaching a foreign language, communication skills, innovative 

teaching methods, development of foreign language competence, authentic materials. 
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ШЕТ ТІЛІН ОҚЫТУДА БАҚ МАТЕРИАЛДАРЫН ҚОЛДАНУ 
 

Аңдатпа 

Қазіргі әлемде оқыту жүйесі бірнеше есе жылдам нәтижеге қол жеткізуге мүмкіндік беретін 

жаңа, тиімдірек оқыту әдістерінің күнделікті пайда болуына байланысты үнемі даму сатысында 

тұр. Шет тілін оқыту әдістемесі студенттердің алған білімдерін іс жүзінде қолдана алуы үшін 

шынайы (түп нұсқа) материалдарды қолдануды талап етеді. БАҚ материалдары студенттерге 

шет тілін қолданудың табиғи ортасына енуге мүмкіндік береді, яғни бұл оларға табиғи деңгейде 

қарым-қатынас жасауға, әлемдік маңызы бар мәселелерді талқылауға және шет тілі мәдениетінің 

ӛкілдерімен және ана тілінде сӛйлейтіндермен шағын әңгімелер жүргізуге мүмкіндік береді. Бұл 

ғылыми зерттеудің мақсаты ағылшын тілін жетік меңгерген студенттердің қарым қатынас 
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